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FOUNDATION HOSPITALS... TUITION FEES... SCHOOLS CRISIS... 


Blair faces a revolt 
on the home front 


ANY GLOATING over the occupation of Iraq 
does not look set to last long as Tony Blair 


Safety lapses of 
rail crash firm 


THE COMPANY at the heart 
of the investigation into the 
Potters Bar rail crash has 
been accused of serious 
lapses in their maintenance of 
the rail network, 

A leaked letter to the rail 
regulator said examples in- 
clude, “tools being left on the 
line both during and after 
work to be struck by trains, 
lines blocked with ballast, 
poor repairs leading to repeat 
failures 


letter was from 
Arriva Trains and com- 
plained about the contractor's 
“competence”. 

Jarvis was not mentioned 
by name. But last week it 
was confirmed that Jarvis 
runs 80 percent of the main- 
tenance on Arriva’s northern 
franchise. 


Huge payouts 
at the top 


FAT CAT pay packages have 
sparked rows in four major 


TI ational Association 
of Pension Funds has heavily 
criticised Barclays, Sheli, 
and Reuter 
chief executive 
Matt Barrett will get a pen- 
sion of £1.7 million a year 
plus £8 million in shares 

Huge payouts are also set 
for top bosses at Shell, 
Schroeders and Reuters. 


Support George 
Galloway 


GEORGE GALLOWAY, one 
of the most energetic and ef- 
fective anti-war campaigners, 
has been abused by the Sun 
and witch-hunted by Down- 
ing Street. 

He is now threatened with 
expulsion from the Labour 
Party. 

Thousands of anti-war 
campaigners will be dis- 
gusted and want to show their 
support for him. 

& Complain to Tony Blair 

by writing to 10 Downing 
treet, London SW1A 2AA 

or faxing 020 7925 0918. 

B E-mail your support to 

George Galloway on 

gallowayg @parliament.uk 


Moving to 
front of stage 


STRIKE ACTION is making 
a comeback at the English 
National Opera. 

In February the 60-strong 
chorus took strike action 
against job losses and brought 
down the curtain on an opera 
performance. 

Now backstage staff have 
voted to strike against a threat 
to cut one in six jobs. 

Workers including techni- 
cians, wardrobe, lighting and 
box office staff are among 
those who voted to strike. 

The workers are also w 
ried that they might lose their 
job security, with permanent 
contracts torn up and replaced 
with short term employment. 
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Thousands of teachers face the sack 


AS TEACHERS meet at 
their annual union confer- 
ence over the Easter holi- 
days, thousands of teachers 
face the sack because of a 
£600 million funding hole. 

This is despite Gordon 
Brown’s promise of £12.8 
billion over three years for 
education in last week’s 
budget. 

Schools’ costs have gone 
up because of the increase in 
national insurance and 
higher contributions to 
teachers’ pension schemes. 

But the government 
hasn’t provided the money 
to match this. Its new fund- 
ing system has deepened 


the crisis. 

Even education secretary 
Charles Clarke admits there 
are problems. “The way the 
formula has worked for 
some schools has caused 
difficulties,” he said. 


Schools across the West 
Midlands are planning to 
sack over 200 teachers. 

This year’s budget 
promised more spending in 
education,” says Paul Blake, 
the NUT teachers’ union 


fs 
PARENTS AND pupils defending schools in east London 


Sharon’s 100 obstacles to peace 


TONY BLAIR tried to get 
backing for the war on Iraq by 
claiming that it would bring 
peace to the Middle East. 

But Bush and Blair’s 
“road map to peace” for Israel 
and Palestine is a con. 

It is overwhelmingly 
weighted in favour of Israel, 
the US’s watchdog state in 
the Middle East. 

The road map promises a 
Palestinian state by 2005. But 
this state will be even weaker 
than that promised in earlier 
peace negotiations. 

The Israeli government is 
building a “security fence” 
around the West Bank, divid- 
ing the Palestinians from 
Israel and Jordan. 


Israel has already incorpo- 
rated ten illegal settlements 
into its borders, requisitioning 
some of the best farmland and 
water resources. 

There will be no right of 
return to their homes in Israel 
for any of the five million 
Palestinian refugees scattered 
across the world. 

Israel’s leader Ariel 
Sharon is putting barrier 
after barrier in the way of 
justice for Palestine. 

Sharon already wants to 
put 100 amendments to the 
road map. 

He wants to use the US’s 
defeat of Iraq to push through 
his plans. 

Sharon says that Israel 


will abandon “some” small 
settlements. 

One of Israel’s conditions 
for taking part in negotiations 
is to demand Palestinians 
agree to repress any radical 
groups taking up arms against 
Israel. 

Israel will call off talks if 
there are any suicide attacks 
against Israel, including ones 
not linked to the official 
Palestinian leadership. 

The US and Israel have al- 
ready sidelined Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat in place 
of the more moderate prime 
minister Abu Mazen. 

They want to humiliate and 
dominate the Palestinians and 
call it peace and democracy. 
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Hasna 


officer for the West Mid- 
land: ‘he problem is that 
it doesn’t always seem to get 
where it is most needed. 

“We have had consider- 
able numbers of our mem- 
bers phoning up in the last 
week about their proposed 

schools are even 
begging parents for money to 
pay for staff. St Marylebone 
school in central London has 
been told it has to lose six of 
its 70 teachers. 

It has asked parents to 
donate £100. Its budget rose 
by £235,000 this year, but 
its costs increased by 
£600,000. 


pushes ahead with his 
privatising agenda. 


massively unpopular 


Blair could be facing bigger parliamentary revolts 


by Labour MPs than he did 


over the war. 


Blair and his cronies are determined to push 
through the creation of foundation hospitals and higher 


student tuition fees in the teeth of ma: 


Opposition 


from the public and his own party. 


Foundation hospitals 
have been slammed for 
heralding the break-up of the 
NHS. 

Hospitals given founda- 
tion status will attract more 
funding and staff. 

These hospitals will 
becom elite institutions. 
Hospitals not granted foun- 
dation status will sink fur- 
ther behind and offer worse 
care. 

The plans were unani- 
mously rejected at a confer- 
ence of health workers in the 
Unison union two weeks 
ago. 

An influential think- 
tank, Catalyst, says that 

ion hospitals will 


tions and inequities in the 
allocation of investment, re- 
sources and trained staff”. 

The report states that the 
proposals would unleash 
“competition, commerciali- 
sation and privatisation”. 

Top ministers are desper- 
ately trying to head off a 
revolt. 

They are even considering 
repackaging the foundation 


Test 
stress 


SCHOOL STUDENTS are 
so overloaded with exams 
that the whole system is in 
danger of breaking down, 
according to a parliamen- 
tary report. 

Hundreds of thousands 
of school students are 
facing “unacceptable levels 
of stress” because of being 
constantly tested says the 
respected Education Select 
Committee. 

Pupils take around 100 

‘ams during their school 


*Top ministers 
are desperately 
trying to head 
off a growing 
revolt by Labour 
MPs? 


hospitals as “community hos- 
pitals” to make them more 
acceptable. 

The government also 
faces huge opposition to its 
planned introduction of 
higher university top-up 
fees. 

January’s White Paper 
proposed allowing universi 
ties to charge up to £3,000 a 
year in top-up fees. Many 
experts agree that this figure 
is set to rise much higher in 
the future. 

The debts students have 
when they leave university 
look set to rise to an average 
of £30,000 because of fees 
and living costs. 

A poll by the National 
Union of Students (NUS) 
last month revealed that 
such debt levels would put 
85 percent of students off 
going to university. 

This will completely cut 
across the government's fre- 
quently stated aim of getting 
more students into higher 
education. 

NUS president Mandy 
Telford said, “If the govern- 
ment is genuinely commit- 
ted to opening up education 
then it must remove the 
threat of top-up fees and 
debt 

“This research only un- 
derlines that, under these 
current proposals, less ad- 
vantaged children will not 
have the same opportunities 
of access as their richer 
contemporaries.” 


Is Israel deliberately 
targeting peace activists? 


ISRAELI soldiers shot 
British peace activist 
Tom Hurndall through 
the face on Friday of last 
week. 

Tom was wearing 
bright clothing as he 
shielded Palestinian 
women and children in 
the town of Rafah in 
Gaza. 

He was trying to pre- 
vent two Palestinian girls 
being shot by Israeli 
troops at a roadblock. 

Tom was in a critical 


condition as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

Israeli soldiers also 
shot US activist Brian 
Avery in the face in 
Jenin in the West Bank 
last week. 

An Israeli army inves- 
tigation into the killing of 
US activist Rachel Corrie, 
also in Rafah, was a 
whitewash. 

It concluded that its 
forces were not to blame 
and lambasted peace 
activists. 


Corrie was run down 
and killed by Israeli bull- 
dozers as she tried to 
stop them from demolish- 
ing Palestinian homes. 

“Rachel was kneeling 
20 metres in front of the 
bulldozer on flat ground,” 
said Joe Smith, also from 
the US. “The driver did 
not stop. 

“Once she had fallen 
under the bulldozer, the 
driver sloped when she 
was under its middle 
section and reversed.” 
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Victory that will 
Iscontent 


breed 


MILLIONS OF people across the 
world marched last weekend 
against the US occupation of Iraq. 

The chaos in Baghdad and US 
companies crawling over the bodies 
of the dead to get their hands on lu- 
crative reconstruction contracts con- 
firmed what this war was really about. 

It began as a war for US power and 
control of oil. It ended as one. 

The conquest and occupation of Iraq 
is not the end of the US's plans for dom- 
ination. It wants to use the victory in Iraq 
to put economic and political pressure 
on other countries. 

Key figures have already made threats 
against Syria, Iraq’s neighbour. George 
Bush's spokesman called Syria a “terror- 
ist state” and a “rogue nation”. 

And hardline defence secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld said on Monday, “We 
have seen a chemical weapons test in Syria 
in the last 12-15 months.” 

Yet even Richard Butler, the former 
UN chief weapons inspector in Iraq who 
followed every US wish, admits that every 
state in the region, including Israel, pos- 
sesses chemical weapons. 

The US occupation will create huge 
bitterness amongst Iraqi people. 

US forces will repress anyone who 
stands for an independent Iraq, no matter 
how much they hated Saddam Hussein. 

US troops shot at least ten people 
dead in Mosul in northern Iraq, said 
press reports on Tuesday. 

They were protesting against the city’s 
new US-backed governor. 

This is the “liberation” their war has 
achieved. 

But Bush and Blair don’t just face prob- 
lems in the Middle East. 

Bush faces bitterness in the US over 
the state of the US economy. 

‘An opinion poll in Newsweek on Monday 
reported that more people in the US— 
some 46 percent—disapprove of Bush's 
handling of the economy than approve. 

Hundreds of thousands of people have 
lost their jobs in the US as the economy 
tailspins into crisis. 

Blair is also in a minority over key do- 
mestic political issues like foundation hos- 
pitals and higher tuition fees. 

New Labour is particularly worried 
about what will happen in the elections on 
| May. 

The party has only got enough candi- 
dates to stand in two thirds of the seats 
up for election. New Labour also has se- 
rious problems as the networks which 


= 


SOME OF the 200,000 anti-war protesters in London last Saturday 


would have campaigned for the party’s 
vote in the past hardly exist anymore. 

‘A survey by the firefighters’ FBU union 
in Scotland with 7,000 members has 
shown that thousands have abandoned 
New Labour. 

Four years ago 63 percent of fire- 
fighters voted Labour in elections for the 
Scottish Parliament. Just | percent said 
they will vote Labour in the same elections 
‘on | May. 

People across Britain are angry 
and disillusioned with New Labour. 

Many of them have joined the magnif- 
icent protests against the war over recent 
weeks and months. 

The anti-war networks need to keep 
together to continue opposing the occu- 
pation of Iraq, and any future war Bush 
may decide to launch. 


Some people will have the opportunity 
to campaign and vote for a socialist al- 
ternative to the rotten politics of New 
Labour on | May. 

The Scottish Socialist Party is standing 
in the Scottish Parliament elections, the So- 
cialist Alliance is standing in over 160 seats 
in the local elections in England, and the 
Welsh Socialist Alliance is standing for the 
Welsh Assembly elections. 

| May is also the traditional day of 
workers’ protest around the world. The 
demonstrations in most major towns and 
cities in Britain that day are a great op- 
portunity for people to protest for peace 
and justice and against US imperialism. 

Every Socialist Worker reader and anti- 
war activist should ensure that these 
protests pull in those people who oppose 
Blair's policies at home and abroad. 


The global opposition 


ON THE same weekend as 200,000 
people marched against the war in 
Britain, there were protests across 
the world. 

“Some 100,000 marched in Mon- 
treal, Canada. Protests were held 
in more than 40 cities across the 
country last Saturday,” reports Paul 
Kellogg. 

“The networks are in place for 
mass action against war, no matter 
where Bush strikes next.” 

Marches took place in a dozen 
cities across Spain. 

It included tens of thousands in 
Madrid, and 300,000 in Barcelona. 

There were angr 
resignation of prime mi 

Anti-war marchers protested in 
the US. “In Washington DC banners 
and slogans expressed opposi 


the occupation of Iraq,” reports 
Rami Elamine. 

“Cathina McFadden, a student at 
Western Michigan University, came 
with about 50 classmates. She said, 
‘I still stand against the war, and her 
placard read, ‘Don't kill me and call 
it liberation’ 

“Between 25,000 and 30,000 
marched through the city, stopping at 
corporate and government targets who 
are promoting the war and profiting 
from it—Fox News, CNN, Halliburton, 
and the Chamber of Commerce.” 

In Poland there were demon- 
strations in several towns. 

In Cyprus more than 800 people 
gathered at the capital’s central 
square in Nicosia to march on the 
US embassy. 

Thousands of school students in 


Norway went on strike against the 
war on Tuesday of last week. 

In Oslo 3,000 school students 
gathered outside parliament and 
marched to the US embassy. Some 
3,000 marched again in Oslo last 
Saturday. 

‘Over 3,000 people demonstrated 
in Gothenburg, Sweden, despite 
massive media propaganda. 

“More than 20,000 people 
protested in Melbourne and 10,000 
in Sydney in Australia against war 
and occupation. There were also 
smaller rallies in Perth, Canberra 
and Brisbane,” reports Jarvis Ryan. 

The Ghana Anti-War Movement 
organised a rally of about 2,000 in 
Accra on Friday of last week, de- 
spite the police’s refusal to allow 
the march. 
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US occupation 
has not brought 


freedom to Iraq 


They promised liberation, but the US and Britain have brought death, terror and new 
repression to the people of Iraq. However, there are already signs of resistance, and across the world 
people can see Bush and Blair’. 


rms of 


lies are being further exposed 


council members. 


OW QUICKLY the image of a “lib- 


looting and continued fighting. 
The media has talked about “ 
mobs” as if Iraqis are a naturally “uncivili: 
people who don’t know how to live in pe: 
But the chaos is 
US has waged on Iraq. 


and level Iraq. 
When Bush’ 


not the city’s hospi 
tims of their bombs and bullets. 


city on Monday this week. 


that the war would create. 


strategy means. 


consequence 
Faced with “restoring order”, 


erated” Iraq fell apart last week. 
Within two days of the US enter- 
ing Baghdad there was chaos, 


“rampaging 


a direct result of the war the 
The US just wanted to blast in, seize the oil 
military reached Baghdad they 
rushed to protect the oil ministry headquarters, 
‘als that were full of the vic- 
There was still no water or electricity in the 
The US was not concerned about the chaos 
s exactly what US defence secretary 

He is on the wing of the Project for the New 
American Century that advocates crushing the 
US’s opponents and spending as little time, 
money and effort as possible dealing with the 


the occupiers 
have turned to the forces which operated under 


The US called for former policemen to come 
and patrol Baghdad this week. 

The order was passed on by Major General 
Zuhair al-Nuami, head of the police department 
at the interior ministry under the Ba’ athists. 

On Monday over 2,000 police registered for 
work under the US occupation. Many had 
stopped patrolling only days before as US forces 
closed in on the capital. 

Some were so fearful of reprisals from local 
residents that they turned up without their 
uniforms. 

British defence secretary Geoff Hoon com- 
mented, “The Ba’ath Party had a system of ad- 
ministration that will deliver. 

The US “reconstruction” of Iraq is reflecting 
all the tensions that Saddam Hussein stirred up 
between the former ruling group, the Sunnis, the 
Shia majority and the Kurds. 

He was carrying on a divide and rule strategy 
pursued by the British when they ran the region. 

US occupation means repression. 

The US Special Forces drove into the town of 
Najaf last week with an Iraqi militia on board. 

The militia, named the Iraqi Coalition of Na- 
tional Unity, then set up headquarters in the 
town. Its leader pronounced himself mayor of 
Najaf. 


The militia has been looting and terrorising 


the neighbourhood. 
1 resident says the group “has no 
. We don’t know who they are. 

“They threaten us, saying, ‘We are with the 
Americans, you can do nothing to us’. 

The rivalry between different groups ex- 
ploded last week when the son of a former Shia 
leader, a stooge favoured by the US, was assas- 
sinated as he returned to Najaf. 


Turmoil in Basra 
The British cannot claim they are better at bring- 
ing democracy in the towns they control. 

They announced last week they had selected 
a leader from one of the rival tribes in Iraq to run 
their “liberated” Basra. 

The Arab press has named him as Mozahem 
al Tamimi, who used to be a Ba’ath Party 
member and brigadier general in Saddam Hus- 
sein’s army. 

Several hundred protesters threw stones at his 
house last week as he held a meeting to discuss 
how to restore order. 

On Monday demonstrators returned, chant- 
ing, “No, no, Mozahem,” and, “No Ba’ath and 
no tribes.” 

Yet the British have set up a local council in 
Basra with ten tribal leaders among the 24 


Any illusion that Iraq will be “for the Iraq 
” is shattered by the list of people th 
US is imposing now. 

Those lined up for senior posts include: 

@ General Jay Garner. Now head of the Ira 
Office of Reconstruction and Humanitarian As 
ident of the company that sells Pz 
and fervent supporter of Ari¢ 
Sharon’s right wing Likud party in Israel. 
@James Woolsey. Former CIA director, on th 
board of the pro-Israel Jewish institute for Nz 
tional Security Affairs. 

@ Ahmed Chalabi. Leader of the Iraqi Nation: 
Congress, he left Iraq in 1956. Chalabi is a cor 
victed fraudster. 

@ Nizar al-Khazraji. Former Saddam genera 
fled Iraq after the invasion of Kuwait and live 
under CIA protection. Investigated for gassin 
Kurds. 

The US is also considering bringing back thi 
symbol of modern, democratic rule, a monarch 
In the frame for the Iraqi throne are: 

@ Prince Raad, son of the King deposed by a mi 
itary coup in 1958. Cambridge educated Princ 
Raad is strongly supportive of Israel. 

@ Prince Hassan of Jordan. Angling for a role i 
Iraq since being passed over in Jordan. 


THE SUN, which urged on the 
slaughter of Iraqis, is now 
hypocritically collecting money for Ali 
Abbas, the 12 year old boy who lost 
both arms as US bombs also killed his 
mother, father and a brother. 

The US and Britain have created 
thousands of similar tragedies. 

The Pentagon estimates US troops 
killed more Iraqis in a single day— 

5 April—than were killed in the 11 
September attacks on the World 
‘Trade Centre in 2001. 

According to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), 100 civilian 
casualties per hour were being 
brought into Baghdad hospitals 
following the 5 April assault. 

Robert Collier from the San 
Francisco Chronicle wrote a few days 
later, “The body bags have run out at 
Baghdad’s Al-Kindi Hospital, and 
morgue workers have to cut up big 
rolls of black plastic to wrap the 
war’s latest victims. 

“A team of four men worked all 


Monday afternoon, heaving body 
after body into the new, rough-cut 
bags. Dozens of corpses lay stacked 
inside the refrigerated room. 

“Doctors have been carrying out 
some emergency surgery with only 800 
milligrams of ibuprofen. In the United 
States, that’s standard prescription- 
strength dosage for muscle pain.” 

US troops fired tank shells at what 
they knew were civilians in their cars 
at 7am on the Route 8 motorway on 
Wednesday of last week. 

The respected journalist Robert 
described the carnage they left 
behind. 

“Some say a hundred civilians 
died there. Others believe only 40 or 
50 men, women and children were cut 
to pieces by American tank fire. 

“Many of their corpses still lie 
rotting in their cars, a young woman, 
burnt naked, slumped face down 
over the rear seat on the Hillah 
flyover bridge next to half a male 
corpse that is hanging out of the 


driver’s door. 

“Many families had come to find 
their dead relatives and bury them 
but I counted at least 16 
bodies, and parts of bodies, still on 
the highway, several of them women. 

“All would have been alive today 
had George Bush not ordered his 
army to invade their country.” 

A Washington Post article on 8 
aid, “The Bravo Company 
y drove past dozens of burned- 
out vehicles and charred bodies on 
to downtown Baghdad. 

jan passenger cars and 
trucks were also among the blasted 
vehicles, some with corpses inside.” 

The article described what 
happened after the convoy came 
under fire: “Any vehicle that 
approached from the north was 
considered fair game. 

A wounded man hit by shrapnel in 
a US artillery barrage on 5 April 
attack on southern Baghdad said, “We 
didn’t do anything to them. I was 100 


Thousands slaughtered as US takes over in Baghdad 


percent sure they would not shoot at a 
civilian. Now I’m 100 percent sure 
they will.” 

‘A man from the southern suburb 
of Yamama accused US forces of 
“firing at any car, any person.” The 
hospital was reportedly stacking 
bodies on top of one another in its 
morgue. 

Roland Huguenin, one of six 
International Red Cross workers 
in the Iraqi capital, said doctors 
were horrified by the casualties 
they had found in a hospital in 
Hilla, about 160 kilometres south 
of Baghdad. 

“There has been an incredible 
number of casualties,” reported 
Huguenin. “We saw that a truck 
was delivering dozens of totally 
dismembered dead bodies of 
women and children, It was an 
awful sight. 

“We had small toddlers of 
two or three years of age who 
had lost their legs, their arms.” 


Stars and Stripes replaces Saddam Hussein’s face 


The terrible reality behind Bush and Blair’s gloating. Children mourn the deaths of three members of their family shot dead by US marines at a checkpoint in Baghdad 


he biggest looters 4 bloody road that leads from 
oi Derry in co ke to Basra today 


THE REAL looters are now arriv- 
ng in Iraq. They do not want to 
rab a TV or a computer—nothing 
0 trivial. 

They are after great chunks of 
he economy. 

Oil is top of the list. The US 
lefence department is setting up 
in advisory board to run Iraq's oil 
ndustry. 

The head of the board is likely 
o be Philip Carroll, former chief 
xecutive of Shell Oil 

State department advisor Fahhil 
Chalabi, a former Iraqi oil minis- 
er, said last week, “We need to 

arge amount of money 
-oming into the country 
vay is to partially pri 
ndustry 


tates Agency for International De- 
velopment is handing out contracts 
vorth up to $100 bill 
The Halliburton company has 
bed a $7 billion contract to 
ght fires at oil wells. 

Vice-president Dick Cheney 
ised to be chief executive of H: 
iburton, and he still gets $1 mil- 
ion a year from the company a: 
‘retainer”’. 

No competition for the contract 

as allowed. 

The Pentagon said that “ 
ave been a wasteful duplication of 
ffort” to have invited any other 
-ompanies to bid. 

US military contractor DynCorp 

s been hired to recruit a priv 
olice force for Iraq. 

Only US citizens need apply 
ind you do not need to speak a 
word of Arabic. 

DynCorp was forced to pay 
:110,000 to an employee sacked 
ifter she blew the whistle on other 


DynCorp emplo: 
prostitution ring 

The DynCorp worker 
tracted to the UN, bought 
prostitutes as young as 12. 

@This week the US company Re- 

search Triangle Institute was 
‘anted a $7.9 million contract to 
trengthen local administration” in 

Iraq. 

@On the same day Creative Asso- 

ciates International was handed a $2 

million education contract. 

Previously Stevedorin 
vices of America were 
million contract to run Umm Qasr 
port. 

Republican congressman Darrel 
Issa has now introduced a bill that 
would require the US defence de- 
partment to build a CDMA cell- 
phone system in Iraq. 

This is in order to benefit “US 
patent holders”. 

CDMA is the US phone system 
developed by Qualcomm, one of the 
most generous donors to congress- 
man Iss. 

In the weeks to come contracts 
are due to be handed out for almost 
every sector of the economy 

Blair’s only complaint is that 
British firms may not get their 
share. 


‘The privatisers 
and the get rich 
quick merchants 
have now 
arrived in Iraq’ 


OFFICIALS AT the Bloody 

Sunday i inquiry in London 

weren’t certain until the last 

minute that General Michael 

Jackson would give evi- 

once as scheduled on 7 
April. 

He’s the man in overall 
command of British forces 
in Iraq, and so had other 
compelling commitments. 

Jackson, now Chief of 
the General Staff, was 
second in command of the 
First Paras in January 1972 
when they shot dead 14 un- 
armed people after a civil 
rights march in Derry in 
Northern Ireland. 

As he took the stand at 
Central Hall, Westminster, 
television carried pictures 
of 1 Para marching towards 
Basra. 

Jackson had been on 
the ground in Derry on 
Bloody Sunday. But, he told 
the Tribunal under Lord 
Saville, he had seen no un- 
toward behaviour by his 
men. He still had no reason 
to believe they’d done 
wrong. 

Meanwhile, the Tele- 
graph was reporting (a) that 
it was an outrage that Jack- 
son should be dragged 
away from the war and (b) 
that British soldiers were 
more subtle and effective 
than the Yanks when it 
came to sealing with occu- 

d peoples. 


EAMONN McCANN 
writes on the links 
between Northern 

Ireland and Iraq 


Jackson’s ap| 
interrupted the evidence of 
the commander of the 
Bloody Sunday Paras Lt 
Col Derek Wilford, who was 
on the witness stand for 
eight days. 

He must have wished at 
times it had been Iraqis 
he’d helped slaughter. 

It was put to Wilford by 
Tony Gifford QC, for the 
family of James Wray, 22, 
killed in Glenfada Park, that 
his men had “shot at any- 
thing that moved”. Wil- 
ford’s denial was heated. 

Meanwhile, Mark Fran- 
chetti of the Sunday Times 


wrote of seeing 12 bodies 
of civilians scattered 
across the road or tumbled 
into ditches near Nassiriya. 

dead girl of about five 
lay alongside the body of a 
man, maybe her father. 
“Their mistake had been to 
flee over a bridge that is 
crucial to the coalition’s 
supply lines and to run into 
a group of shell-shocked 
young American marines 
with orders to shoot any- 
thing that moved,” wrote 
Franchetti. 

Day after day, the evi- 
dence from Bloody Sunday 
finds echoes in Iraq. 

The Paras had always 
gotten on well h law- 
abiding locals, Wilford 
i ited. 

Right on cue, a Lt Mike 
Taylor tells Alex Thomson 
on Channel 4 News as his 
soldiers emerge from the 
home of a Mr Fouad which 
they’ve just searched: 
“They welcomed us in. 
They know it’s for their pro- 
tection as well.” Quite. 

It’s regularly said at the 
inquiry that what’s impor- 
tant is to learn lessons from 
Bloody Sunday. 

The main lesson appar- 
ently learnt by those 
making war on Iraq is that 
you can be even more 
casual about killing Iraqis 
than killing white, English- 
speaking Europeans. 
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Missing weapons 


HE UN weapons inspector 
Hans Blix now believes the war 
on Iraq was “planned well in 
advance” of his inspectors’ last 
visit to Iraq. 

He says, “You ask yourself a 
lot of questions when you see the 
things they did to try to show that 
the Iraqis had nuclear weapons 
programmes, like the fake 

iger. 

Before the war, Bush and 
Blair both claimed a key 
aim was to rid Iraq of nuclear, 
chemical and biological 
weapon! 

Blair told the Commons last 

eptember that Iraq’s weapons 

r led 


Yet no such weapons were 
used as the US invaded Iraq. 
Now most of the sites which 
Bush and Blair said were 

uspect” have been seized by 
invading troops—and no such 
weapons have been found. 

Last week, f 
claims that weapons of mass 
destruction had been found 
proved to be false. 

A nuclear site found by 
marines near Baghdad had been 
sealed by the UN a decade ago. 

It emerged that white powder 
found near Najaf was ordinary 
explosive material, not chemica 
agents. 

Barrels of liquid found at 
Hindiyah turned out to be 
pesticides, not nerve agents as it 
was first claimed. 

And a cache of rockets 
appeared not to be carrying the 
chemical warheads first 
suspected. 

The Bush regime now claims 
they haven’t found weapons of 

s destruction because Iraq 
shipped them to Syria. 
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a) 


Division at the 
heart of system 


THERE WERE two major summit meetings last 
week. The first, highly publicised here, was the 


meeting of George W Bush and Tony Blai 


Northern Ireland. 


The other brought together the French and Rt 


presidents 


the German chancellor, Gerhard Schréder, in St Peters- 


burg, Russia. 
The St Petersburg summit 
was transformed by the addi- 
tion of Chirac from a regular 
meeting between the Russian 
and German leaders into a 
summit of the three most pow- 
erful anti-war governments. 
So far none of the three 
have shown much sign of re- 
penting their opposition to the 
war, despite America’s 


there can be no lasting 
international order based on 
the logic of power,” Chirac 
said in St Petersburg. 

Chirac, Putin, and Schré- 
der are three of the biggest 
opportunists in world politi 
So why have they taken such 
a tough line against the war? 

Chirac is the key figure. 
On their own, neither Putin 
nor Schréder could have put 
up strong resistance to the 
Bush-Blair line. 

France, like Britain, still 
has pretensions to be a global 
power, and can deliver quite a 
big military punch. 

Italso has a permanent seat 
on the UN Security Council. It 
was French opposition to the 
war that turned widespread 
unhappiness among most of 
the world’s rulers into some- 
thing much more cohesive. 

So why did Chirac take 

is stance? Some people em- 
ance’s longstanding 
elationship with 
the Ba’athist regime in Iraq, 
which dates back to when 
Chirac was the French prime 
minister in the mid-1970s. 

But you could argue that 
the best way to secure 
France’s investments in Iraq 
would have been to go along 
with the Bush war drive. 

A victorious White House 
that is busy handing out Iraqi 
contracts to its cronies is 
ardly likely to do the French 
surrender monkeys” any eco- 
nomic favours. 

hirac is a Gaullist. 
Charles de Gaulle, when he 
was president between 1959 
and 1969, sought to build up a 
French-led Europe as a coun- 
terweight to the US, even 
withdrawing France from the 


“ 
French president between 
1981 and 1995, and his oppo- 
nent and successor Chirac 
were more accommodating to 
US interests. 

But they shared the project 
of building up the European 
Union (EU) as an economic, 
political, and even military 
force capable of dealing with 
the US on a basis of equalit 

The “war on terrorism” 
threatens this project. It has 


ALEX 
CALLINICOS 
on why France, 
Germany and 
Russia have 
opposed the war 


introduced into the existing 
EU a pro-US axis led by 
Blair, Berlusconi, and Aznar. 

The projected expansion 
of both the EU and NATO to 
incorporate East and Central 
Europe threatens to tilt the 
balance further in the US's 
favour. 

US defence secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld made this 
threat explicit in his famo 
marks in January dismi: 
France and Germany as 
Europe. If you look at the 
entire NATO Europe tod: 
the entire centre of F gravil 
shifting to the east. 


Block 


Chirac was so angry 
about several and Cen- 
tral European governments 
backing a pro-war statement 
ted by Aznar that he 


cession to the EU. 

There is no sign of him 
acting on this, but the stakes 
are high. The Bush war drive 
threatens to undermine the 
set-up under which France 
and Germany have dominated 
the EU. 

Chirac may have decided 
that the best form of defence is 
attack. Here his opportunism 
no doubt played a part. 

He discovered French op- 
position to war in Iraq got an 
extraordinary international 
resonance. 

The mantle of leadership 
of an international coalition 
against US unilateralism may 
help Chirac in his fight to 
maintain Franco-German 
domination of the EU. 

And the struggle is likely 
to continue. 

Aside from the question 
of who the Bush gang de- 
cides to attack next, the 
World Trade Organisation is 
paralysed by a row between 
the US and the EU over agri- 
cultural subsidie: 

These splits are important 
because they deny interna- 
tional legitimacy to the Bush- 
Blair axis. But we shouldn’t 
be in any doubt about what's 
at stake. 

For Chira 's as much 
about power and profits as it 
is for Rumsfeld and the other 
war criminals in Washington. 
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IN THE FRAME 


WHILE THE media 
gape in awe at 
opulent furnishings 
in Saddam Hussein’s 
palaces, they could 
have found similar 
gear in Lord Irvine's 
place. 


New Labour’s 


Lord Chancellor has 
just splashed out 
£105,317 on 
“artefacts” for his 
official apartments. 
These include “a 
dining table, eight 
mirrors, three beds 
and a Pugin- 
designed crockery 
set”. 


US is ready for 
new arms sales 


US ARMS firms sell 
weapons to a US-backed 
ruler of Iraq. Sound 
familia 

This is not the tale of 
how the US armed 
Saddam Hussein before it 
turned on him. It is what 
George Bush is planning 
for the “new Iraq”. 

In Bush’s 
“supplemental budget” 
proposed last month he 
asked the US Congress 
for authority to allow 
weapons sales to Iraq. 

Other countries are 
also possible customers. 

The Jnternational 
Herald Tribune writes, 
“The war amounted to an 
advertisement for US 
planes, tanks and 
command and control 
structures, all of which 
will be of interest to 
buyers.” 


The rush to 
lock up children 


BRITAIN HAS achieved 
one sickening record in 
the last decade. The 
number of children under 
15 years old locked up 
has risen eightfold— 
from 100 to 800. 

A report by the Nacro 
crime reduction charity 
talks of a “rush to 
custody” with juveniles 
in Britain. 

Those under 18 
locked up have risen 
from 4,000 a year in 
1992 to 7,600 last year. 

At any one time over 
3,000 under-18s are in 
custody in Britain. 


An echo from 
another war 


BUSH, BLAIR and their 
generals say, “We come 
not as conquerors, but as 
liberators.” 

Who also said, “Not 
as tyrants have we come, 
but as liberators”? 

“RINISNY J@A0 

Suryer uo “ge6T YOR 
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REMEMBER THE head- 
lines when in January 
Spanish police arrested 16 
North Africans who lived 
in Barcelona and Girona? 

“Major Al Qaida Attack 
d” trumpeted the BBC. 

Tabloid papers ran lurid tales 
and the Guardian declared that 
“the group was poised to launch 
bomb attacks in Europe”. 

A Spanish government press 
release, rehashed by the bulk of 
the British media, claimed 
police had found “containers of 
unidentified chemicals”. 

The “chemicals” were 
quickly identified by the British 
media as the deadly “ricin”. 

In this week’s New States- 
man magazine Justin Webster 
reports on what has happened 
in the case. 


Foi 


The ‘ricin’ 
cleans your clothes 


The “ricin” the British 
media talked of was simply an 
ignorant translation of the 
Spanish “resina” mentioned in 
an initial Spanish government 
press release. 

Resina simply means resin 
and it has nothing to do with 
ricin at all. 

The examining magistrate 
in charge of the case in Spain 
has already released 14 of the 
16 arrested without any charge, 
and is expected to do the same 
with the remaining two soon. 

He says the supposed evi- 
dence is “very weak”. The 
” turned out to be nothing 
more sinister than detergent. 
And there were no “explo- 
sives” at all. 

Sohuil Kouka, one of those 
arrested and held for 56 days, 


which 


is now back with his family in 
Spain. “I will not be buying 
any more bleach,” was his wry 
comment to the Spanish press. 


CMEANWHILE IN France 
the government has been 
forced to admit that “ricin” 
found ina locker at a Paris sta- 
tion is actually wheatgerm, 
The French interior 


tents were “traces of ricin ina 
mixture which has proven to 
bea very toxic poison”. 


Tests done by the defence 
ministry’s laboratory showed 
that the “ricin mixture” con- 
tained ground up bits of 
wheatgerm and barley. 
Incredibly, the investigation 
remain under the juris- 
diction of anti-terrorism police. 


Ambitions to get Clarke 


EDUCATION secretary 
Charles Clarke infuriated 
people in Newcastle last 
week after insulting parents 
and young people in the city. 

Commenting on the pro- 
portion of school students 
from the city who go on to 
university, he told the city’s 
Evening Chronicle news- 
paper,“My view is that in 
Newcastle there is a lack of 
aspirations.” 


FIGURE IT 


The record 
percentage rise in 
ticket sales in the US 
for Michael Moore’s 
film Bowling for 
Columbine on the 
weekend following 
his blistering attack 
on the war at the 
Oscars. The weekend 
afterwards sales rose 
73 percent. 


David Permain, head of 
the city’s Kenton Green 
school, angrily rejected 
Clarke’s comment. 

“Parents in Newcastle 
desperately want their chil- 
dren to do well, but they are 
terrified of the prospect of 
them ending up in debt.” 

Suzanne Kay, who went 
to the local Marden High 
school and is now a student 
at the city’s Northumbria Uni- 


versity, said, “I feel insulted 
to hear Charles Clarke talking 
like this when his own policy 
can only deter people from 
working class backgrounds 
from going to university. 
“There is nothing wrong 
with the aspirations of my 
friends, my parents or myself. 
The prospect of less debt 
could go a long way to en- 
couraging more people to go 
further with their education.” 


Race case scandal 


THREE MEN accused of a 
racist attack walked free when 
the star witness against them 
did not attend court. 

The witness was a police 
officer, PC Geoffrey 
Warburton. 

He had told police 
colleagues he could not 
attend because he was 
looking after a sick relative. 

When a court official was 
dispatched by the judge to 
check the truth a different 
story emerged. 

The PC's 16 year old son 
admitted that his father was 
100 miles away watching 
motorbike races at Donington 
Park in Leicestershire. 

His absence from court 
meant the case against the 


three men was dropped. 

The case centred on an 
incident in Blackburn in which 
Franco Pakiyantha was 
confronted outside his home. 

He called the police and 
said the three men had 
shouted racist abuse at home 
and broken his windows. The 
three were to be tried at 
Burnley Crown Court charged 
with affray and racially 
aggravated criminal damage. 

Shahid Malik, a member of 
the Labour Party national 
executive, who is from 
Burnley, said, “It would appear 
that the commitment of 
Lancashire Police to deal with 
racial incidents is not as 
powerful as it needs to be 
among some of its officers.” 


WHO SAYS? 


“I can assure you 
that this is not 
what we want to 
be happening in 
Iraq in a year’s 
time.” 

US MILITARY 
‘SPOKESMAN 

last week after 11 


Afghan civilians were 
killed by US bombing 


““Who’s next?’ 
implies military 
action. But there 
are several steps 
that could be 
taken short of 
war—stricter 


sanctions, 
increased political 
pressure, covert 
operations. But in 
each case, the 
end should be the 
same as in Iraq— 
tre ion 
not coexistence.” 
WILLIAM KRISTOL 
leading figure in 

Project for the New 
American Century 

in February 


“With regard to 
Syria, Washington 
will examine 
measures of a 
diplomatic, 
economic or other 
nature as we 
move forward.” 
COLIN POWELL 

US Secretary of State 
on Monday 


“We set up the 
Labour Party in 
1900 because the 
Liberal Party was 
not serving the 
working people. 
Now that Labour 
Party takes £8 
million from Lord 
Sainsbury, 
embraces the free 
market, supports 
privatisation, and 
treats unions with 
contempt.” 

BOB CROW 

RMT rail union leader 
at the Scottish TUC 


“The war in 
Vietnam took too 
Jong. We should 
have taken the 
war north instead 
of waiting. Just 
like here.” 

JAY GARNER 

Iraq’s new overlord 


Do you have a story 
for Inside the System? 
Send it to Inside the 


send in 
printed are put into a 
monthly raffle for a book 


SOCIALIST WORKER 19 April 2003 7 


Is the US now 
unstoppable? 


After the war on Iraq, hardliners in the US are already threatening Syria. 
But can the US get things all its own way? 


IHE WARMONGERS 
in the White House feel 
flushed with success. 
The most hardline are 
already threatening to 
extend the slaughter they have 
inflicted on the people of Iraq to 
other states on George Bush’s 


ays said toppling 
Saddam Hussein was a stepping 
stone in a permanent “war on 
terror”. 

John Bolton, senior adviser to 
George Bush, chillingly warned 
Tran and North Korea last week to 
“draw the appropriate lesson from 
Iraq”. 

William Kristol is a guru of the 
Project for the New American 
Century, the main lobby group for 
the neo-conservative fanatics who 
now direct the US state. 

He told US senators last week 
“not to rule out” war with Syria. 

Colin Powell and other figures 
in Bush’s regime have already 
suggested Syria is harbouring the 
elusive “weapons of mass de- 
struction” that have so far failed 
to materialise in Iraq. 

Former head of the CIA James 
Woolsey is set to be one of the 
US- installed governors of a slice 
of Iraq. Last month he called for 
Iraq-style regime change in 
Saudi Arabia. 


Global instability 

The anti-war movement argued 
the war on Iraq, and before it on 
Afghanistan, was part of a 
deeper project to establish un- 
challenged global domination for 
the US and its multinationals. 

Now those who have been 
pushing for a decade to occupy 
Iraq scarcely veil their wider aims. 

But they do so just as the 
global instability they have un- 
leashed grows to such an extent 
that it is creating cracks even 
among the architects of the new 
American century. 

There was never any doubt that 
the biggest war machine in history 
would overwhelm Saddam Hus- 
sein’s Ba’athist regime. 


A fearsome military machine—but the US still faces problems 


Even so the initial resistance to 
the invasion shocked US gener- 
als who had been ordered by US 
defence secretary Donald Rums- 
feld to go in with half the number 
of troops they had asked for. 

There were no armed uprisings 
paving the way for US tanks to 
trundle unopposed into Baghdad. 

But the Ba’athist regime was in 
no position to organise mass pop- 
ular resistance to the invasion. It 
had to rely on functionaries of the 
regime and on Iraq’s depleted, ill- 
equipped army. 

After years of collaboration 
with the US and of repressing the 
mass of the population it could 
not turn to, for example, the two 
million residents of the largely 
Shia slums of Baghdad to defend 
the city. 

One widely reported comment 
from ordinary Iraqis was that 
“Saddam Hussein is a CIA agent”. 

Those Iraqi exiles who re- 
turned to fight said they were 
there to oppose the US not to 
defend Saddam. 

For Saddam Hussein, encour- 
aging truly popular resistance 
risked unshackling a force that 
could threaten his rule as well the 
US invasion. 

Mass sentiment in Iraq against 
a return to colonial-style domi- 
nation continues. It colours the 


complex power struggle between 
different Iraqi factions. 

And it creates a big problem 
for the neo-conservatives in 
Washington. 


Growing opposition 

One wing, concentrated around 
Donald Rumsfeld and the Pen- 
tagon, believes anyone in their 
right mind the world over will 
spontaneously rally to the Stars 
and Stripes and embrace US- 
policed corporate capitalism. 

They see little problem in es- 
tablishing a pro-US regime in 
Iraq which will ally itself to US 
corporations and Ariel Sharon’s 
Israeli state. 

But others, centred on the US 
State Department, recognise the 
anti-imperialist feeling across the 
Middle East and know they 
could have to station large num- 
bers troops there for a long time 
to come. 

One of the self-deluded 
Rumsfeld hawks, Ken Adelman, 
was flummoxed on Newsnight 
recently when he said he wanted 
democracy across the Middle 
East. 

An Arab ambassador pointed 
out that if the authoritarian 
regimes were replaced with pop- 
ular governments it would mean 
greater opposition to US inter- 


ference and to domination by the 
multinationals, not less. 

The new US presence in Iraq 
means it is pitting itself directly 
against growing radicalism 
among the mass of Arab workers 
and the poor rather than relying 
solely on Arab autocrats to con- 
tain that feeling. 

And the US has not had to 
deal face to face with a popular 
anti-imperialist movement since 
Vietnam. 

The feeling is not confined to 
the Middle East. The war and oc- 
cupation of Iraq are immensely 
unpopular the world over. 

From Latin America, through 
Europe to the Far East the great 
mass of people oppose what the 
US is doing, whatever their gov- 
ernments say. That has fired the 
extraordinary global anti-war 


‘The war and 
occupation of 
lraq are 
immensely 
unpopular all 
over the world’ 


Picture: Sipa Press/Rex Features 


movement. 

For all the bluster about liber- 
ation, today is not like the 1950s 
and 1960s when Western Europe 
and some of its former colonies 
willingly came under the US um- 
brella while the world economy 
boomed for a generation. 

Today people see rule by the 
International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank backed up by 
increasingly aggressive US 
militarism. 


Tensions at the top 

For their own reasons rulers of 
many states also fear what the US 
neo-conservatives have in store. 

Leaders of so called rogue 
(any small state that the US 
s a potential localised chal- 
lenge) have everything to fear. 

There’s pressure on them to fall 
into line. But the North Korean 
regime has outlined a different 
option, which is at least as likely. 

The lesson it has drawn from 
the Iraq war is that not having 
nuclear weapons leaves you 
open to attack. 

However, building such 
weapons—as Pakistan and India 
have—gets you some respect 
from the mafia don in Washing- 
ton. One wing of the Iranian state 
thinks the same. 

The prospect of a war on the 


Korean peninsula—the last one 
cost four million lives—is so 
hideous that the US faces un- 
precedented opposition in its tra~ 
ditional ally, South Korea. 

The neo-conservatives” plan 
has created a breach with other 
US allies. 

France and Germany have 
been worried about US power. 
That is why they wouldn’t en- 
dorse the war and why some of 
their leaders talk about construct- 
ing a counterweight to the US. 

The documents of the Project 
for the New American Century 
call for containing not just “rogue 
states” but every state that could 
be a “potential challenger” to US 
military and economic power. 

Top of the list is China, but the 
neo-conservatives have wel- 
comed the opportunity to launch 
a swipe at the European Union in 
the course of the Iraq war. 

All these tensions are growing 
just as the world economy is 
slowing down. 

The neo-conservatives want 
to keep the “reconstruction of 
Traq” in US hands. 

But there are already doubts 
about whether the US alone can 
put in the cash now, in the hope 
of a big return at an unknown 
point in the future. 

The US has the largest econ- 
omy in the world, but it is not in 
the overwhelming position it was 
in the 1950s and 1960s. The Eu- 
ropean Union lacks an integrated 
military machine, but its econ- 
omy equals the US’s. 

Part of the neo-conservatives’ 
imperialist strategy is to use US 
military power to lever economic 
advantage. 

That is fraught with danger. It 
means clashes not just in the 
US’s “sphere of influence”, as 
during the Cold War, but across 
the globe. 

It means relying on an influx of 
cash, principally from East Asia, 
to fund the huge debts George 
Bush is running up to maintain 
military dominance and feather- 
bedding for US corporations. 

Crucially, it means creating the 
conditions on every continent for 
mass popular resistance to mili- 
tarism and corporate power. 

At the start of this war the 
New York Times said the anti-war 
movement showed there is not 
one superpower in the world, but 
two—"“the US and world public 
opinion”. 

Bush and his bag carrier Tony 
Blair have shown their contempt 
for public opinion. 

But their more sober advisers 
are already worried that the anti- 
war movement signals a move 
from strongly held opinion to 
vigorous, militant and global 
resistance. 

Kevin Ovenden 
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EGYPTIAN ANTI-WAR ACTIVISTS 


‘For the first time we 
feel we’re not alone’ 


Two leading anti-war activists from Egypt visited 
Britain last week to speak at anti-war events. They 
spoke to Socialist Worker 


Hamdeen Sabahy 


THERE IS a wide gap 
between the Arab people 
and the Arab rulers. The 
rulers don’t reflect public 
opinion. 

The Arab people sup- 
ported Iraq. Some Arab 
rulers became a part of 
the invading mission by 
giving land to troops. 

Others condemned the 
aggression through words. 
Others gave secret ai 
tance to the US. 

In Egypt the regime 
did nothing. 

Our popular move- 
ment demanded that our 
government stop letting 
US warships through the 
Suez Canal. But they 
didn’t do it. 

The people played an 
effective and great role in 
the streets before the in- 
vasion and on its first day. 

Tahrir Square is the 
heart of Cairo. It was full 
of people chanting against 
the US, Britain and Israel. 

We tried many times to 
go to the US and British 
embassies. That first day 
about 100 Egyptians were 
injured in clashes with the 
riot police. 

The second day saw a 
huge number of Egyp- 
tians in the square. They 
scattered under the vio- 
lence of the police. Thou- 
sands of people were 
arrested and injured. 

These protests have 
continued until now in 
unions, universities, on 
the streets, in towns out- 
side Cairo. They have put 
the regime in a very hard 
situation. 

The official Arab re- 
gimes maybe now will be 
taken down after this war. 

Alll political groups in 
the Arab world were op- 
posed to the ager 
and their own rule 

The two main political 
currents are pan-Arab 
nationalists and Islami 

Every group was in- 
yolved in a wide political 
front against the aggres- 
sion of the US. 

They tried to support 
Iraq by demanding a boy- 
cott of US goods. Thou- 
sands of volunteers went to 
Iraq to join the resistance. 

This experience has 
given the Arab people 
some sense of being able 
to resist the US. 

Bush said it would be a 
quick and clean war. But 
the Iraqi people struggled 
against this hi-tech army. 

‘We discovered that the 
US wasn’t as strong as it 


said it was, even if it has 
now captured Iraq. 

‘The US may have won 
victory in battle but it has 
lost the war. 

It is now faced with 
very deep anger and hate 
all over the Arab world, 
Islamic countries and 
across the world. 

It’s a new stage of re- 

istance to US globalisa- 
tion and hegemony. 

Western people have 
played a very active role 
against this conflict. 

This has corrected 
some concepts. 

Most of the Arab world 
are Muslims. Some of 
them speak about the 
“crusade” campaign ag- 
ainst Islam 


that Christians in Britain, 
the US and all over 


Picture: Matt Saywelt 
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Europe opposed Bush 
and Blair we discovered 
it isn’t a religious war. 

It’s a war between the 
interests of the new impe- 
rialism and the people, in- 
cluding the Arabs. 

The Arabs find them- 
selves not in conflict with 
Western civilisation but 
with US globalisation 

It’s not the end of his- 
tory. The American 
Dream is falling. Now 
people see George Bush, 
his fanatic gang and their 
satellite Blair killing all 
these innocent people. 

The people are against 
the American era. 

15 February was an 
historic day when over 30 
million people in over 600 
cities came onto the 
streets at the same time. 
Alll nationalities, all reli- 
gions said stop the war. 

This movement has 
proven that it is strong 
enough to say no to the US 
strategy. 

I think when we speak 
about Seattle, Genoa, Dur- 
ban, Florence, London, 
Cordoba, Cairo it means 
that people have enough 
will and a clear concept of 
the future of the world 
which clashes with the US 
and its militarisation of 


globalisation. 

Every man and woman 
in the Arab world appre- 
ciates the British, Ameri- 
can and European people 
who came onto the streets 
in huge demonstrations. 

We aren’t alone.’ 
Hamdeen Sabahy is an MP 
in Egypt for the Dignity 
Movement 


Mohamed Moneib 


WE THINK that we are 
side by side with human 
beings all over the world 
against aggression. It is a 
global movement. 

This is a new period in 
history. There is a new in- 
ternational movement. 
Now for the first time we 
see many people in the 
world trying to create a 
movement against the 
new imperialism. 

All of these people be- 
lieve that all people are 
equal and there is one 
world for everyone. 

The walls that sepa- 
rated people around the 
world have fallen and we 
have to continue working 
together. 

For the first time the 
Arab people feel they are 
not alone. They feel that 
the problem is not the 
people in the West but the 
regimes. 

The leader of the Is- 
lamist Hezbollah group in 
Lebanon said that the 
people in the West are like 
us. 


People in the Arab 
world look on themselves 
as being part of the world 
movement. 

Now we can, beside 
other people, oppose the 
new imperialism. 

People in Europe and 
the US find themselves 
fighting the same fight 

ith their brothers and 
sisters around the world.’ 
Mohamed Moneib is the 
chair of the African Centre 
for Democracy and Human. 
Rights Studies in Cairo 


(ELEVEN Egyptian anti- 
war activists remain in de- 
tention and need your 
support. Among the de- 
tainees is well known ac- 
tivist Dr Ashraf El-Bayoumi. 
Send protests to Gen- 
eral Habib al-Adeli, Min- 
istry of the Interior, 
Al-Sheikh Rihan Street, 
Bab al-Louk, Cairo, Egypt, 
or moi2@idsc.gov.eg 
And to Mohammad 
Hosni Mubarak, President 
of the Arab Republic of 
Egypt, Abedine Palace, 
Cairo, Egypt, or webmaster 
@presidency.gov.eg 


BUSH AND Blair fight wars for profit and power. But how can we stop them? 
What can we learn from previous struggles? And what are we fighting for? What is 
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‘Our 
war have come true 


over 


The reality of “liberation” in Iraq has shown why millions in the global anti-war movement were absolutely right to protest. 
Some of the movement high-profile figures talk about why they remain determined to oppose US imperialism 


N ONE side was the rich- 
4 est country in the world, 

with the most powerful 

arsenal assembled in hu- 

man history. On the other 

side was an impoverished 
Third World country that didn’t even have 
control of its own air space. 

‘There was never any doubt who would 
win. Now there is an armed staging post 
where once there was a sovereign country. 

US occupation will not bring peace, 
prosperity, justice or freedom. It will bring 
profits for the oil and business lobby which 
own George Bush. 

It will bring more wars against poor 
countries. It was right to oppose the war, 
and it is crucial we continue to oppose the 
plans for new colonial empires.* 

BILLY HAYES 
general secretary of the postal and telecom 
workers’ CWU union 


*THE REASONS given for attacking Iraq 
have proved to be blatantly false. 

If Saddam Hussein had possessed 
weapons of mass destruction then he would 
have used them to save himself. 

The real reasons for the war were set out 
quite openly by Cheney, Rumsfeld and the 
rest involved in the Project for the New 
American Century. 

They want to achieve pre-eminence in 
the Middle East and they want to secure oil 
supplies. 

We have to look at the role of our own, 
government. 

Those in the Labour Party who opposed 
the war must now challenge Blair’s leader- 
ship or their opposition is valueless. 

The left in the Labour Party must depose 
Blair or leave. 

There are also new challenges now for 
the whole of the left. 

Out of this huge anti-war coalition we 
must find a way to create a large popular 
movement of the left. 

The movement has brought together op- 
position to corporate power, and to war. 

The left has agitated and educated, 


now we must 

organise.* i 

KEN LOACH - 
film maker r r 
*I HAVE never seen a +: 


“victory” turn to ashes so 
quickly. 

On Wednesday — last 
week Blair and his gloat- 
ing goats in the House of “= 
Commons were cheering their stage- 
managed photo opportunity of pulling 
down Saddam Hussein’s statue. 

Within two days Iraq was in flames. 
Hospitals overflowed with the dead and 
dying. 

Hospitals, universities and 
museums were ransacked while 
the occupying force was too 
busy killing children at check- 
points to do anything about it. 

When we call for the = 
withdrawal of US and 
British forces it is because 
their presence is illegal and 


“ 
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immoral. 

But it is also because we don’t want 
them to be involved in any more crimes 
and we don’t want them coming back in 
boxes. 

There have been grisly signs of disunity 
in Iraq recently but all Iraqis will unite in 
saying that they do not want their country 
occupied by foreigners. 

The biggest looting of Iraq is yet to 
come. It will not be by people dressed in 
rags from the slums. It will be people in 
fancy suits and fast cars looting billions. 

But I believe that Bush, Blair and their 
acolytes have gone too far this time. They 
have opened a Pandora's box in the Arab 
world, and here. 

There is an army of conscious people 
across Europe and North America who see 
more clearly than ever before what the 
American century would mean. 

This is a peace and justice movement 
that is not only against war but also under- 
stands why there are wars. 

That movement is not going to go 
away. 

GEORGE GALLOWAY 
Labour MP 


*IN THIS war on Iraq 5,000 have already 
died, and many more are dying as I speak. 

More will die from cluster bombs, de- 
pleted uranium and the irrational forces 
now at large. 

We moum the loss of every single 
person who has died, and we will continue 
to oppose the occupation of Iraq and to call 
for peace around the world. 

This war was never about finding 
weapons of mass destruction. It was a war 
of occupation and developing a new colony 
to pump out oil for the benefit of the West. 

The real looters are those who are pre- 
pared to loot the oil of Iraq. 

While Bush, Dick Cheney and Rums- 
feld claim their war was for the Iraqi 
people, the Americans are choosing the 
government of the future. 

This is part of their wider agenda. 

With the occupation of Iraq we see the 

reimposition of Western imperialist 
~ power in that region. The 
war has cost $81 billion in 
the US, and £3 billion in 
Britain. 
i That's a lot of schools 
and healthcare systems in 
Traq and in this country.® 
JEREMY CORBYN 
Labour MP 


*WE HAVE to understand pre- 
cisely what has happened. 
America has invaded Iraq. It has 
tured Iraq into an American 
colony, 

The new Iraq is totally undemoc- 

atic. The new Iraq is occupied 
by a country with weapons of 
mass destruction. The new 
Iraq is a threat to its neigh- 

\ bours Syria and Iran. 

The most serious case 
of looting is the looting 
of Iraqi oil by the 
American military. 


Saturday's magnificent d 


Imperialism is not a new phenomenon. 
All imperialist powers present them- 
selves as humanitarian, When Napoleon 
conquered Egypt he was a liberator. The 
British Empire was built with god’s will. 

Don’t believe them. The Iraqi people 
have been enslaved by a foreign enemy 
that steals their country from them. 

We need to build on the fantastic organ- 
isation started by the stop the war move- 
ment. We need to keep this movement 
intact.? 

TONY BENN 


WE WERE told last week that it was the 
liberation of the Iraqi people. 

Yet within days the Red Cross was 
saying it was a catastrophe—people are 
dying, people are suffering in hospitals 
which are being looted, people lack food 
and water. 

This truly is the face of the new Ameri- 
can century. It is a century of barbarism, 


lemonstration in London showed the continuing opposi 


The Al Jazeera TV station and Abu 
Dhabi TV were deliberate hits by the US 
military. 

The bombing of markets, which they 
still deny, were deliberate hits on the 
people of Baghdad. 

The US project is to control Iraq. It is a 
colonial occupation backed by a pro-Israeli 
retired American general, backed up by an 
Iraqi banker who has not been in Iraq for 
45 years and who is a convicted fraudster. 

This is a war of the haves against the 
have-nots. This is a tiny clique of oil com- 
panies, the Pentagon and the people 
around Tony Blair against the mass of the 
population of the world. 

They are taking the world back to the 
days of the British Empire, the biggest and 
most hated empire in the world. 

It has been superceded by the US 
empire, the biggest and most hated empire 
in the world. 

But the US has not won the hearts and 


aN 


mn to Bush and Blair 


minds of the Iraqi people and the majority 
of people around the world. 

This is the most remarkable movement 
and we continue because this war was 
based on a lie. 

We started this movement against the 
war in Afghanistan. Look at Afghanistan 
today. 

There are still no elections. It is ruled by 
an American puppet government, opium 
dealers and warlords. 

If you care about democracy and peace, 
you have to oppose what America is doing. 

The movement must stay together, we 
must grow. We are many, and they are few. 
We will march every time they go to war. 
We will continue to resist.? 

LINDSEY GERMAN 
convenor of the Stop the War Coalition 


*IF THIS is what victory tastes like, they 
can keep it. This is not a victory for 
democracy, it is a victory for hypocrisy. 


Coolition 
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It is hypocrisy when the US condemns 
Iraq for showing prisoners on TV, when 
they are holding 600 prisoners in cages in 
Guantanamo Bay. 

It is hypocrisy when they ignore the oc- 
cupation of Palestine. 

This was not a war to free Iraq, it was a 
war to tell the whole world to obey the 
us’ 

PAUL MACKNEY 
general secretary of the Natfhe college 
lecturers’ union 


*WHETHER OR not the threat of disor- 
der recedes, or if the US has put in place a 
puppet regime or something more demo- 
cratic, the end result cannot justify the un- 
lawful killing and injuring of civilians. 

I visited the Kurdish area of Iraq after 
the last Gulf War. The people were cele- 
brating because the so-called safe haven 
area had been set up. 

Not long afterwards the two main po- 


Pictures: Matt Saywell/Angela Stapleford 


litical groups, the PUK and the KDP, 
started fighting one another and the failed 
attempt in 1992 to hold elections was not 
repeated. 

That is just one illustration of how diffi- 
cult it is to impose democracy by waging 
war? 

LOUISE CHRISTIAN 
campaigning civil rights lawyer 


*WHAT WE are witnessing today is 
nothing less than the direct recolonisation 
of an important Arab country. 

We did not support their war and we 
cannot support their peace because the 
peace they will impose is a peace based on 
neo-liberal economic policy. 

It is not just enough to be opposed to 
neo-liberalism. You must be opposed to 
what it produces—war. We have to link the 
anti-capitalist struggle to the new struggles 
against war.* 

TARIQ ALI 


LONDON MARCH 


Still a lot to 
protest about 


OVER 200,000 anti-war protesters 
from across Britain poured into 
London last Saturday. They defied the 
press and politicians who sneered 
that the anti-war movement has 
nothing to protest about. 

“The strength of feeling mobilised 
by the Stop the War Coalition will 
not, nor should it, go away,” said a 
GP from central Birmingham who had 
travelled down for the march. 

“| don’t believe many people are 
taken in by the idea that the war is 
all over. The war is part of a long 
term strategy from the US which 
started before 11 September. I’m 
afraid they are going to do their best 
to put the Stars and Stripes over 
most of the globe. It's the same 
ethos as the British Empire.” 

She described how people she met 
were still against the war. 

“I’ve been doing what | can locally. 
| work in a busy surgery. | printed off 
a few peace posters and left them to 
one side at work while | popped out. 

“When | came back the staff and 
patients had picked them up and 
displayed them everywhere.” 

Suzanne and Gill were from an 
anti-war group in Welwyn Garden City 
in Hertfordshire. 

Gill said, “It is my 62nd birthday 
today, but I knew | had to come on 
the demo. | am here representing at 
least six other people who wanted to 
be here but couldn’t come.” 

Suzanne added, “I think everyone 
here represents at least three or four 
others who are against what is 
happening in Iraq. 

“This placard says ‘Don’t attack 
Syria’, and that’s dead right because 
Syria is next if we don’t keep 
showing how many people are 
against the US and Britain’s wars.” 

Sasha Smith from London said, “I 
made a poster for this march with 
‘Coalition of the swilling’ on it, with 
pigs in a trough filled with contracts 
for reconstruction of Iraq. 

“Lam very angry that all they want 
is to grab those contracts. They are 
going in to protect Kirkuk because of 
the oil, not to liberate people. 

“1 still think people are angry 
about what happened in the war, 
even if they are confused about what 
to do now.” 

Silvia List from Slough was 
carrying a placard she had made 
which read “Stop the plan for a new 
American century”. 

She explained, “I heard one of the 
speakers on the last march mention 
this plan and I went to look it up. 

“I'm completely against it. 
Basically it's about America wanting 
to attack anyone it doesn't like. I've 
told people | know about it. 

“| went on my first march three 
weeks ago, and I’m here again today. 
| was tired of seeing things that | 
knew were wrong happening, yet 
seeing them justified in the media 
with all that propaganda.” 

Terry Gooding from Fife was one of 
the many people who travelled from 
Scotland to join the march. 

“Some of my mates have died in 
this war,” he said. “I would have 
been out there myself, but | have 
Gulf War syndrome from the 1991 
war. The best way to help our troops 
is to get them out and leave the 
Iraqis to live their lives. Otherwise 
we will have another Vietnam on our 
hands.” 

Paul from Uxbridge said, “I am 
really pleased at the turnout today. It 
shows we are not going to stop 
protesting. The Labour MPs have 
been brainwashed. 

“| never trusted Blair, but | am 
really surprised at the rest of them. 
They don’t seem to know what is 
going on in the real world.” 
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TEN YEARS AFTER STEPHEN LAWRENCE WAS MURDERED 


The shocking case that 
lifted the lid on racism 


IHEN DOREEN Lawrence 

asserted that no police 

officer had tended her 

dying son because they 
didn’t want to get “black” blood on 
their hands, the reverberations 
shook British society. 

Stephen Lawrence’s stabbing in April 
1993 followed a series of other murders 
and racist attacks in south east London, 
where the Nazi British National Party 
(BNP) had opened its headquarters. 

The authorities, local and national, 
had refused to act against the BNP. When 
Stephen Lawrence was murdered, people 
demanded action. 

ailed to arrest the murder 
suspects—saying there was a “wall of si- 
lence” in the area. 

In fact tip-offs flooded in—but police 
seemed more interested in investigating 
Stephen, the principal witness Duwayne 
Brooks, and the Lawrence family itself. 

Those who demanded the BNP was 
shut down were branded “troublemakers” 
by the right wing press. 

The Lawrence family and supporters 
launched a campaign for justice, and tens 
of thousands of people came together i 
Unity March in October 1993. The police 
attacked the march. 

The police couldn’t get their act to- 
gether to arrest the racists who killed 
Stephen, but could smash into those who 
wanted to end racism. 

But people would not let the issue 
drop and the campaign in support of the 
Lawrences grew. The trade unions were 
in the forefront. 

Neville Lawrence later told the TUC 
congress, “I thought, ‘Who am I going to 
turn to? Where will I get support?” and I 
remember meeting a group of trade union- 
ists who said they were going to help.” 

The murder “sus * were walking 
free because police racism had in effect 
protected them from the law. 

Public anger forced New Labour in 
opposition to promise an inquiry if they 
came to power. 

They did so reluctantly—and ap- 
pointed a retired judge with no idea of 
racism—Sir William Macpherson of 
Cluny—to chair it. 

Anger among millions of ordinary 
people at the treatment of the Lawrences 
transformed the inquiry from a bureau- 
cratic exercise into a watershed in Britis 
politics. 

As the inquiry progressed through the 
summer of 1998 millions watched and 
read about the terrible police racism un- 
covered during the public hearin; 

The inquiry started as an investigation 
into the conduct of individual officers, 
but quickly widened out to examine deep 
fault-lines in society—the workings of 
“institutional racism”. 

This panicked the Metropolitan Police. 

Its commander Paul Condon, and the 
wider British establishment, knew the 
Macpherson report was going to be polit- 
ically explosive. 

A previous inquiry into police racism— 
the Scarman report into the 1981 Brixton 


Riots—had refused to consider that the 
police were institutionally racist. Instead it 
said there were just a few “rotten apples”. 

The public who followed the 
Lawrence inquiry were not going to settle 
for that. A poll at the time showed that 
one in four people now believed that 
most police officers were racist. 


Police protected those accused of killing Stephen Lawrence when they 


appeared at the inquiry 


Many people, including the Lawrences, 
argued that Condon should be sacked. Yet 
Jack Straw, who was home secretary at the 
time, stepped in to back Condon. 

New Labour was not going to allow 


mass pressure to topple a key member of 


the establishment. 

No sooner had the Macpherson report 
been published than the right wing back- 
lash began. Right wing papers 
“Stalinist”, “Hitlerite”, 

2 McCarthyite”, “Orwelliat 

The report was, in fact, a very mild 
affair. But for the powers that be the charge 
of institutional racism had to be resisted. 

The Met Police and the London 
Evening Standard put it about that the 
Lawrence Report meant that the police 
were now too scared to stop black men, 
leading to an epidemic of “mugging”. 


Yet since the report the proportion of 
black people stopped and searched has 
steadily climbed. Most of the Lawrence 
report recommendations were soon lost in 
the Home Office. 

And the attitude of the legal hierarchy 
became crystal clear during the trial of 
three Leeds footballers for the savage 
beating of Asian student Sarfraz Najeib. 

The Lawrence report had recom- 
mended that if a person said they were 
the victim of a racist attack then the 
police should take it seriously. 

But Judge Poole declared that the de- 
finition should be junked. 

Since then we have had a wholesale 
abandonment by the government over the 
issues at the heart of the Lawrence inquiry. 
Hassan Ali 
who attended the Lawrence inquiry 


So little has changed for black people in a decade 


STEPHEN LAWRENCE, a black 
teenager, was stabbed to death at a 
south east London bus stop in April 


1993. 


The police reaction was shocking. 
They refused to arrests suspects, well 
known local racist thugs, who had 
been identified within hours by local 


people. 


The police also allowed suspects to 
dispose of clothes and other items 


owned under their very noses. 


‘And the disgraceful police treatment 
of people like Duwayne Brooks, who was 
with his friend Stephen when he was 
murdered, helped ensure legal proceed- 
ings against suspects were undermined. 


was not just incompetent 
es 

As the Macpherson report con- 
cluded, it was driven by systematic 
and “institutional racism” in the 
police. 

As a result, to this day no one has 
been convicted for Stephen’s murder. 

Ten years on from Stephen 
Lawrence’s murder the police force is 
still racist to the core. 

And in many ways the racism 
people suffer at the hands of the 
police and legal system has grown 
worse. 

So the police today are eight times 
more likely to stop and search black 


people compared to white people. 

The police in fact carried out more 
of these searches last year than they 
did before the 1999 Macpherson report 
which branded them institutionally 
racist. 

Racism runs right through the judi- 
cial system. Black people now make up 
16 percent of all those in jail, yet they 
are only 2 percent of the population. 

The proportion of the jail popula- 
tion who are black is a shocking 54 per- 
cent increase since New Labour was 
elected in 1997. 

Those who fought back against the 
BNP-inspired riots in Bradford and 
Burnley last year received savage jail 


sentences. The punishments they re- 
ceived were far harsher than those 
meted out to white racists who had 
caused the riots. 

The police and legal system are not 
the only sources of institutional racism 
from the top of society. 

Employers treat ethnic minorities 
worse in the workplace. 

The average weekly earnings for a 
Bangladeshi man can be up to 52 per- 
cent less than a white worker. 

The government's Ethnic Minori- 
ties and the Labour Market report 
admits, “Britain’s ethnic minorities 
have consistently experienced unem- 
ployment rates twice those of whites.” 


Picture: PA Photos 


|Whatis racism? 


Millions who reject 
Blunkett’s rubbish 


THE SLOGAN “about institutional 
racism missed the point”, says 
home secretary David Blunkett. 

In fact, as Stephen Lawrence's 
mother Doreen rightly says, 
“Almost ten years after the murder 
of my son | am saddened to say 
that not a lot has changed.” 

Stephen was a model of the 
kind of “integration” that people 
like Blunkett preach. 

He was a diligent student, with 
a bright future, from a respectable 
West Indian family. 

That didn’t stop his skin colour 
making him a target for racists, and 
it didn’t stop the police and legal 
system’s racism allowing his killers 
to walk free. 

That racism is every bit as bad 
today (see box below). 

Crude racism is only one 
aspect of the problem in institutions 
like the police and courts. 

“Direct racism has been 
replaced by code,” says Frances 
Crook from the Howard League for 
Penal Reform. 

“Young men with their hoods 
up’ often means young black men 
and Street crime’ simply means 
black crime.” 

All the fundamental structures 
of the society we live in 

systematically discriminate against 
black people. 

If you are black or Asian you 
are less likely to get a job, get 
promoted or get equal pay. 

Racism isn’t solely directed 
against traditional targets. There 
are new victims. 

Refugees are referred to in the 
same terminology that racists used 
against previous immigrants. 

Racism is not just about skin 
colour. It is about how a group of 
people are identified by a series of 
characteristics, deemed “ 
and systematically discriminated 
against. 

Bush and Blair's “war on 
terrorism” has also unleashed 
another target for racismMuslims. 
As a group they have been branded 
“barbarous fai 
against the “civilised” West. 

Politicians such as home 
secretary David Blunkett bear a 
particular responsibility for 
whipping up racism. 

He has the cheek to tell people 
suffering from racism that they are 
the problem. 

The millions of ethnic minority 
people in Britain who are bilingual 
ought to be a matter for celebration. 
Instead Blunkett tells these people 
they are to blame for racism if they 
don't speak English at home. 

Racism is inherent in the 
system we live in, and a minority 
embrace racist ideas. 

But the majority of ordinary 
people are not racist, and millions 
positively celebrate our 
multicultural society. 

Opinion polls show a 
consistent increase in the numbers 
who reflect anti-racist ideas. 

In many areas black, Asian and 
white people live and work 
alongside each other. Britain's 
largest city, London, is one of the 
most mixed cities in the world. 

And over the last year black, 
white and Asian people have united 
on the streets in unprecedented 
numbers in protests against the war 
and with a powerful feeling of 

ternational solidarity. 


Helen Shooter 


For more on racism and British 
society try “Racism: Myths and 
Realities” in International 
Socialism issue 95, £3 from 
Bookmarks. Phone 020 7637 1848 
or go to www.bookmarks.uk.com 
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Images and anger 
will not fade away 


Bush has achieved his short-term goal 
in Iraq, but opposition to war can 
challenge his plans 


“WE WILL export death and violence to the four 
corners of the earth in defence of our great nation.” 
These chilling words were spoken by George Bush 
a few months ago to a US journalist. 

They put the invasion of Iraq into sharp focus. It 
wasn’t just about revenge for 11 September, though 
Bush was determined to lash out at an Arab 
nation semewhere, anywhere+n order to gain 
revenge for that dreadful act. 

It wasn’t just about oil, though the main thrust of 
American foreign policy is to control the world’s 
dwindling supplies of “black gold”. 

The invasion is part of a policy of domination of 
all parts of the world where US economic interests 
could be damaged by liberation movements and 
governments that seek to build regimes indepen- 
dent of the might of the dollar. 

The strategy for domination and attacks on “un- 
friendly” regimes was drawn up long before 11 Sep- 
tember. It was devised by Republican hawks, many 
of whom are now in the Bush government. They in- 
clude vice-president Dick Cheney, defence secre- 
tary Donald Rumsfeld, and his second-in-command 
Paul Wolfowitz. 

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, the 
right wing strategists in the United States saw an 
opportunity to impose their interests on large areas 
of the world that had been closed to American cap- 
italism for most of the 20th century. 

Nothing now must be allowed to stand in the way 
of the US economic juggernaut. “Regime change” 
has been achieved in Iraq with the death and vio- 
lence openly touted by George Bush. Democracy 
will not follow. 


Barbaric dictatorships 

As the United States has shown in Latin America 
and the Caribbean, it will prop up barbaric dictator- 
ships such as the late Duvalier’s in Haiti. 

It will overthrow democratically elected left wing 
governments, as in Allende’s Chile in the early 
1970s, which was replaced with CIA backing by 
Pinochet’s murderous military dictatorship. 

It will illegally arm fascist thugs like the Contras 
in Nicaragua to undermine leftist governments. 

Democracy is of little interest to the US in Iraq. 
Once the oil supplies have been privatised and par- 
celled out between Dick Cheney’s Halliburton 
group and other giant American oil companies, the 
US forces will withdraw. As in Afghanistan, chaos 
and confusion will reign. 

Donald Rumsfeld is now muttering about mili- 
tary strikes against Syria and Iran. The aim of the 
Bush administration is clearte safeguard the 
supplies of oil throughout the Middle East in order 
to appease the insatiable demand for gasoline in 
the US. 

It will prop up its client state, Israel. Bush’s talk 
of solving the Palestinian “problem” was, to use 
an earthy American expression, a load of horse 
feathers. 

Ariel Sharon will not accept a Palestinian state 
and will refuse to stop building settlements on Arab 
land. 

Bush’s “road map” for Palestine is a fraud, a 
crude and transparent attempt to keep Tony Blair’s 
British critics at bay. 

Unlike Afghanistan, where the TV cameras have 
withdrawn, Iraq will not easily be forgotten. Bush 
and Blair have aroused worldwide anger and sim- 
mering discontent against their illegal invasion of 
Iraq. 

The terrible images of death and destruction will 
not fade quickly. It is increasingly clear that there 
were no “weapons of mass destruction”, and thata 
nasty and brutish regime will not be replaced by 
one based on sweet reason and the ballot box. 

Bush has achieved his short-term goal, of violently 
smashing Iraq in order to plunder its resources. 

But he has opened up the possibility of an inter- 
national movement against global capitalism that 
could mount an unstoppable challenge to the 
Washington hawks. 


4 HE internationalis- 
ation of economic life 
makes it necessary to 


settle controversies by 

fire and sword.” 
That was how the revolutionary 
Nikolai Bukharin, writing in 1915, 
described the link between and the 


word that has rightly been used to 
describe the US war against Iraq. 
Imperialism is not just a term of 
abuse or a description of empire 


It is a way of understanding a 
process of change in the capitalist 
system and of how the thirst for 
profit leads to brutal war again and 
again. 

Bukharin explained how, “War 
is nothing other than the method of 
competition at a specific level of 
development.” 

Individual capitalists are locked 
into a system of competition for 
raw materials, markets and labour. 

This never ending competition 
means companies drive others to 
the wall and swallow them up, be- 
coming bigger in the process. 

By the early 20th century, the 
Russian revolutionary Lenin ex- 
plained, “the remarkably rapid 
process of concentration of pro- 
duction in ever-larger enterprises is 
one of the characteristic features of 
capitalism. 

“Competition becomes trans- 
formed into monopoly.” 

Production bursts out of its na- 
tional borders and becomes in- 
creasingly global. 

Competition for markets and 
raw materials begin to take place 
on a world scale. 

The Great Powers compete eco- 
nomically, clash militarily and tri- 
umph through mass murder. 

Bukharin wrote, “The capitalists 
partition the world not out of per- 


Garner—traq’s new overlord 


WHAT’S IN A WORD? 


IMPERIALISM 


Economic, political and military domination by powerful countries over the rest of the world 


sonal malice, but because of the 
degree of economic concentration 
which has been reached forces 
them to adopt this method in order 
to get profits.” 

Companies themselves, however 
powerful they are, cannot fight wars 
to secure their intere: 

Oil companies like Shell and 
Exxon may be desperate to get 
their hands on Iraqi oil, but they 
don’t have any tanks, aircraft car- 
riers or marines. 

They need the armies of nation 
states to fight for them. 

Because production is no longer 
confined within one country, nation 
states have to increase their ability 
to dominate markets, production 
facilities and raw materials in dif- 
ferent parts of the world. 


Capitalism and war 
“The fighting force in the world 
market thus depends upon the 
power of the nation, upon its fi- 
nancial and military resources,” 
Bukharin wrote. 

The corporations and the state 
become tied together. 

This link between capitalists 
and the state makes war inevitable. 

As Bukharin wrote, “Capitalist 
society is unthinkable without ar- 
maments, as it is unthinkable with- 
out w 

“The existence of arms is not 
the prime cause and moving force 


in wars. On the contrary, the in- 
evitability of economic conflicts 
conditions the existence of arms. 
“This is why in our times, 
when economic conflicts have 
reached an unusual degree of in- 
tensity, we are witnessing a mad 
orgy of armaments. 


Rivalry between powers 

As well as fighting for important 
commodities, like oil, the imperi- 
alists have to fight to establish and 
maintain their strategic position in 
the world. 

Lenin wrote, “An essential fea- 
ture of imperialism is the rivalry 
between several Great Powers, the 
striving for hegemony, for the con- 
quest of territory. 

This can even be “not so much 
directly for themselves as to 
weaken the adversary and under- 
mine it”. 

This meant an era of war in 
which peace was just a breathing 
space between more conflict. 

No treaties or alliances can stop 
the march to further wars. 

Lenin wrote, “Any partition of 
the world could only be agreed on 
by all of the powers for a short 
period of time, since as some of 
them grow economically more 
quickly than others the military 
balance between the powers would 
shift and the stronger ones would 
dominate a larger share of the 


Antidotes to propaganda 


yourself shouting at the lies and 
propaganda on our TV screens, 
why not give yourself a break 
and get out one of the excellent 
videos currently available? 

@ THREE KINGS. David 
Russell's 1999 film begins in 
March 1991, just after the first 
Gulf War had officially ended. 

It shows the hypocrisy of that 
war and how it failed to bring 
liberation to the Iraqi people. 

Russell said recently thathe 
had wanted Three Kingsto 
overturn Americans’ self- 
satisfaction at having wona 
“moral victory” in 1991. 

There is no “glory of war” in 
Three Kings. Instead there is a 
terrifying sense of what really 
happens when somebody is 
shot. 


latest war. 

He wrote, “When I made the 
movie, | felt that the 
abandonment of the Iraqi 
people at the war’s end further 
pointed to the hypocrisy of our 
intervention: ‘It’s the oil, stupid, 
not the people. We don’t care 
about the people or democracy, 
OK?'” 

@ DONNIE DARKO. Atime- 
travel film that manages to go 
much deeper than its 
superficial teen movie look. 

It exposes the hypocrisy of 
the fundamentalist Christian 
right in the US, and gives a 
sense of the pressures on 
young people. 

It also explores the real 
meaning of words like 
“education” and “freedom”. 


film director Ken Loach’s most 
recent film. 

It portrays the life of (about to 
be 16) Liam and his attempts to 
give a proper welcome to his 
mum, who will be let out of jail 
on his 16th birthday. 

It's acompelling and 
sensitive film which 
graphically shows the poverty 
and violence of working class 
people's lives. 

This film is both very funny 
and very sad. Liamis brilliantly 
acted by 17 year old Martin 
Compston. 

Ken Loach sympathises 
totally with his characters and 
their dilemmas. 

But at the same time the film 
condemns the very limited 
choices that are open to them. 


world.” 

Imperialism remains a system of 
competition between the powers 
and of economic, political and mil- 
itary domination by a few power- 
ful countries over the rest of the 
world. 

Far from being a dry descrip- 
tion of wars in the past, it is the 
reality behind the dead children in 
Baghdad and the US occupation 
of Iraq. 

There can be periods of relative 
peace which give the appearance 
that capitalists can settle their quar- 
rels peacefully or through the in- 
tervention of a body like the 
United Nations. 

But as we have seen in recent 
years, at some point war re- 
emerges onto the agenda. 

Our struggle is against each in- 
dividual war but also against the 
system that produces them. 

Judy Cox 


[WELL READ 


Recommended reading 
on imperialism 


1 ANTIIMPERIALIS! 
A GUIDE FOR THE 
MOVEMENT 
Bookmarks £10 
New collection with articles by 
Tariq Ali, Tony Benn, George 
Monbiot, George Galloway and 
Lindsey German. 


2. IMPERIALISM: THE 
HIGHEST STAGE OF 
CAPITALISM 
Vladimir Lenin 
Ipny £5.95 
The classic Marxist 
account of imperialism. 


3 MARXISM AND THE NEW 
IMPERIALISM 
Alex Callinicos (ed) 
Bookmarks £6.50 
Explains the tumultuous 
changes in the world in 
recent decades. 


4 IMPERIALISM, 
GLOBALISATION, THE 
STATE AND WAR 
John Rees 
International Socialism 93 £3 

is the military arm of 


5 THE GRAND STRATEGY OF 
THE AMERICAN EMPIRE 
Alex Callinicos 
International Socialism 97 £3 
What Bush and his gang are 
really upto. 


he above are av 
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IF YOUR AREA ISN’T SHOWN PHONE THE NUMBER ABOVE 


ry 


: forums@swp.org.uk 


BIRMINGHAM HANDSWORTH 
Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 
Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Summerfield Community Centre, 
Dudley Rd 

BIRMINGHAM HARBOURNE 
Can we have a world without 
war? 

Tue 22 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Martineau Centre, 

Balden Rd. 

BIRMINGHAM SPARKHILL 
The grand strategy of the 
American Empire 
Thu 17 Apr, 7pm, 

Shahenshah Restaurant, 
Ladypool Rd. 

BLACKWOOD 
Does the movement need 
poltical parties? 

Mon 24 Apr, 7.15pm, 
Blackwood Miners Institute. 
BRIGHTON 
Does the media control our 
ideas? 

Thu 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Phoenix Community Centre, 
Phoenix Place (next to Free Butt). 

BRISTOL MONTPELIER 
What ideas do we need to 
change the world? 

Thu 24 Apr, 7pm, 
Bristolian Cafe, 
Picton St. 

BURNLEY 
Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 
Thu 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Shalamar, Church St. 

CAMBRIDGE 
Can people power topple 
Bl 


Thu 17 Apr, 7.30pm, 
CB2, Norfolk St. 

CANTERBURY 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Thu 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Pascucci Cafe, High St. 
CHELTENHAM 

Vietnam: 

when the US was humbled 
Wed 30 Apr, 7.30pm, HC207, 
Francis Close Hall, StPaul's Rd. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ACTION 
The workers create all the wealth under 
capitalism. A new society can only be 

constructed when they collectively seize 


CHESTERFIELD 

Why does capitalism create 
war? 

Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Market Halls, 

Market Square. 

COLCHESTER 

The bloody history of British 
imperialism 

Mon 21 Apr, 8pm, 

RAD Hall, Southway. 

CRAWLEY 

Is this the best democracy we 
can get? 

Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Three Bridges Community Centre, 
Gales Place. 


Wed 30 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Larchfield Centre, 

Larchfield St. 

DUDLEY 

Blair’s democracy or ours? 
Wed 7 May, 7.30pm, 

Claughton Green Community 
Centre, Blowers Green. 

ECCLES 

How could a socialist society 
work? 

Wed 23 April, 7.30pm, 

Eccles Library. 

GATESHEAD 


Does the media control our 
ideas? 

Tue 22Apr, 7pm, 

Trinity Centre, High St. 
GLOUCESTER 

Revolt and resistance in Latin 
America 

Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Warehouse, 

Parliament St. 

With Alan Drewett 

HARTLEPOOL 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Wed 23 Apr, 7pm, 

Hartlepool Central Library, 

York Rd. 

HARWICH 

What is the grand strategy of 
the US Empire? 

Wed 30 Apr, 8pm, 

Longmeadow Community Centre. 
HEXHAM 

Che Guevara: more than a 
revolutionary icon? 

Wed 30 Apr, 7pm, 

Hexham SwimmingPool. 


US civil rights leader Martin Luther King being arrested for sitting-in to protest against 
Many Marxist forums around the country are discussing Martin Luther King and the pol 


hites-only facility in 1963. 
ics of civil disobedience 


HULL 
Does the media control our 
ideas? 
Thu 1 May, 7.15pm, 
Avenues Adult Education Centre, 
Park Avenue. 
LEEDS BEESTON 
Blood and 
the real history of the 
Middle East 
Thu 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Tunstall Road Community Centre, 
LEEDS CHAPELTOWN 
The bloody history 
of British imperialism 
Thu 17 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Westindian Centre, 
Laycock Place. 


be stopped? 
Wed 30 Apr, 7.30pm, 
‘Swarthmore Centre 
(next to Park Lane College). 


INTERNATIONALISM 
The struggle for socialism is part of a 
worldwide struggle. We campaign for 
with workers in other countries. 
We oppose everything which turns 
workers from one country against those 
from other countries. 


We oppose racism and imperi 


oppose al 


ism. We 
ration controls. We 


support the right of black people and other 


oppressed groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine national 
liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia demonstrates 


control of that wealth and plan its 
production and distribution. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 

The present system cannot be patched up 
or reformed as the established Labour and 
trade union leaders say. It has to be 
overthrown. 


THERE IS NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 
The structures of the present parliament, 
army, police and judiciary cannot be 
taken over and used by the working class. 

They grew up under capitalism and are 
designed to protect the ruling class against 
the workers. 

The working class needs an entirely 
different kind of state—a workers’ state 
based upon councils of workers’ delegates 
and a workers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary activity can be 
used to make propaganda against the 
present system. 

Only the mass action of the workers 
themselves can destroy the system. 


Fill in this form and send it to 
PO Box 82, London E3 3LH 


Name 


Address 


TU/college/school 


that a socialist revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. In Russia the 
result was state capitalism, not socialism. 

In Eastern Europe and China a similar 
system was later established by Stalinist 
parties. We support the struggle of workers 
in these countries against both private and 
state capitalism. 

We are for real social, economic and 
political equality of women. We are for an 
end to all forms of discrimination against 
lesbians and gays. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 

To achieve socialism the most militant 

sections of the working class have to be 

organised into a revolutionary so 

party. Such a party can only be built by 
in the mass organisations of the 

working class. 

We have to prove in pra 

workers that reformist leaders and 

reformist ideas are opposed to their own 

interests. We have to build a rank and file 

movement within the unions. 


Phone ! 


LEEDS HAREHILLS 
If money and missiles can 
cross borders, why can’t 
people? 
Wed 30 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Pakistani Community Centre. 
LEEDS HEADINGLEY 
‘Are women equal today? 
Thu 1 May, 6.30pm, 
Delikatessen Cafe, 
Hyde Park Corner. 
LOWESTOFT 
Is this the best democracy we 
can get? 
Thu 17 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Havelock, Love Lane. 
With Julie Bundy 
MANCHESTER CHORLTON 
Building a socialist alternative 
to Labour 
Thu 17 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Choriton Public Library. 
MIDDLESBROUGH 
Can Palestine be free? 
Thu 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 
‘StMary's Community Centre. 
NEWCASTLE HEATON 
Che Guevara: more than a 
revolutionary icon? 
Thu 24 Apr, 7pm, 
Truick Road Community Centre. 
NEWPORT 
What would socialism look 
like? 
Tue 29 Apr, 8pm, 
Usk Room, Newport Centre. 
NORTHAMPTON 
Can we have a world without 
war? 
Thu 17 Apr, 7pm, Cafe Msaada, 
Kettering Rd (nr Clar St). 
NORWICH 
Can war lead to revolution? 
Thu 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Millennium Library, city centre. 
NOTTINGHAM ST ANN’S 
The grand strategy of the 
American Empire 
Thu 1 May, 7.30pm, 
The Chase Neighbourhood 


NOTTINGHAM SHERWOOD 
Can we have a world without 
war? 

Tue 22 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Katmando, 

Mansfield Ra. 

NOTTINGHAM SNEINTON 
What will a revolution look 
like? 

Thu 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Sneinton Hermitage Centre, 
Sneinton Boulevard. 

OXFORD CENTRAL 
Martin Luther King and the 
politics of cit isobedience 
Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Mitre, High St. 

With Martin Smith 
PENDLE 
How do we defeat the Nazis? 
Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Mamaris Turkish Restaurant, 
Manchester Rd, 
Nelson. 

With Jess Edwards 
PORTSMOUTH 
What can we learn from the 
Russian Revolution? 

Sun 20 Apr, 7pm, 
Cafe Citrus, 
Albert Rd, 
Southsea. 

PRESTON 
Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Tue 29 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Unity Community Centre, 
Shepherd St 
(off Church St). 

ST ALBANS 
Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 
Mon 28 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Trinity Church, 
Victoria St. 

‘SHEFFIELD HILLSBOROUGH 
Does the media control our 
ideas? 

Thu 17 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Hillsborough Arena, 


SOUTHAMPTON 

Weapons of mass deception: 
does the media control our 
minds? 

Thu 1 May, 8pm, 

Cook House, St Mary's St. 
SOUTHEND 

Do movements need political 
parties? 

Thu 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Coffee House, Chichester Rd. 
‘SWANSEA 

Is Plaid Cymru a socialist 
alternative to New Labour? 
Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Uplands Diner. 

WATFORD 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Thu 17 Apr, 7pm, 

New Trades and Labour Club, 
Clarendon Rd 

(opp Watford Junction). 

With lan Birchall 


ARCHWAY 

Palestine: 

can it ever be free? 
Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Bonjour Bonsoir Cafe, 
142 Holloway Rd. 

With Beccy Reese 
BROMLEY 

Weapons of mass 
information: 

the media and war 
Mon 28 Apr, 7pm, 

United Reformed Church. 
CAMDEN 

Advertising the body: 
why does sex sell? 
Wed 30 Apr, 6.30pm, 
Marlina’s Snack Bar, Camden 
High St (opp Argos) 
CLAPTON 

Does the movement need 
political parties? 

Thu 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Gulluogiu Bakery, 


DULWICH 

Is this the best democracy we 
can get? 

Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Goose Green Centre, 

‘StJohn’s Church (cnr Adys Rd). 
With Brian Butterworth 


Wed 30 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Woodville Ra, 

EAST HAM 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Thu 17 Apr, 6.30pm, 
Indo-Ceylon Cafe, 

StJohn’s St. 

ELEPHANT & WALWORTH 
Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Thu 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Pullens Centre, 

184 Crampton St. 

EUSTON 

Lenin: the man who made a 
revolution 

Wed 23 Apr, 6.30pm, 

Cafe Muse 

(opp British Museum). 

ILFORD 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Thu 24 Apr, 7.30pm, 

KohiNoor, 

Ilford Lane. 

With Jake Hoban 

LADBROKE GROVE 

Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Tue 29 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Green Room, 

Paddington Arts Centre, 
Woodfield Rd. 

LEWISHAM 

Martin Luther King and the 


politics of civil disobedience 
Wed 23 Apr, 7pm, 

Hunkarim Turkish Restaurant 
(cnrLee High Rd/ 

Marischal Rd). 


politics of civil disobedience 
Tue 22 Apr, 7pm, 

Moonbow Jake's Cafe, 

New Cross Rd. 

POPLAR & ISLE OF DOGS 
Does the media control our 
ideas? 

Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Island House, 

Roserton St. 

RICHMOND 

Is revolution possible? 

Thu 1 May, 8pm, 

Etna Centre, 

13 Roslyn Rd. 

STREATHAM 

The bloody history of British 
imperialism 

Wed 23 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Boogalu’s, 

‘Sunnyhill Rd. 

VICTORIA PARK 

Is this the best democracy we 
can get? 

Mon 28 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Mojo’s Restaurant, 

132 Lauriston Rd. 

With Martin Empson 
WOOLWICH 

Weapons of mass deception: 
the media and the war 

Wed 23 Apr, 7pm, 

Earl of Chatham, 


Centre, Robin Hood Chase. Middlewood Rd. Lower Clapton Rd. Thomas St. 

07946 269 024 07803 620 390 
Anti Nazi League Barnsley East London Portsmouth 
www.anl.org.uk 07881 558 590 07753 697 743 07801 290 411 
(__ 02079240333 ingham Exeter Scotland (SW Platform) 
Globalise Resistance 07949 028 362 07939 558 115 07855 023 739 
www.resist.org.uk Black Country Hackney Sheffield 


(0207053 2071 


07941 834 125 


07788 770 741 


07905 678 506 


Stop the War Coalition Bradford Home Counties South East London 
www.stopwar.org.uk 07811 403 299 07905 589 865 07951 737 003 
(020 7053 2153/4/5/6 Brighton Kent South London 
Socialist Alliance 07808 368 551 07950 610 257 07734 706 256 
www.socialistalliance.net Bristol Lancashire East Southampton 

(_ 0207791 3138 07711 718 519 07968 952 180 07811 210 036 
Defend Council Housing Cambridge Lancashire West Swansea 


www.defendcouncilhousing. 


07950 142 464 


07931 725 633 


07759 901 392 


org.uk Camden & Islington Leeds & West Yorkshire Thames Valley 
(0207987 9989 07961 337 640 07734 265 291 07929 618 579 
Committee to Defend Cardiff Manchester Tyneside 
Asylum Seekers 07815 775 819 07946 413 763 07748 653 627 
www.defend-asylum.org Central London Merseyside Waltham Forest 
(_ 07941566 183 07957 316 094 07952 410 718 07796 697 271 
Spark Chesterfield Norwich West London 

(_ 07905 998675 07881 558 590 07733 137 201 07958 996 777 
Scottish Socialist Party Coventry Nottingham York 


( 0141 2217714 


07712 047 873 


07956 477 778 


07984 132 371 
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Anger is growing among Labour voters 


Blair should be worried 


AST OXFORD’s Labour MP, 
ndrew Smith, is a senior foreign 
ffice minister who sits in the 
abinet. 

There have been angry anti-war 
emonstrations each time Smith has 
eld his constituency surgery in 

xford. 

Many people in the Labour Party 
re angry with Smith because of his 
upport for the war. 

Butit is activists outside the 
abour Party and the revolutionary 
eft who are really pissed off. One of 
hem, off his own back, paid for 
,000 badges saying “Deselect 

mith”. 

As of the last protest against the 

ar in Oxford he had sold 970 of 
hem. 


a unanimous motion against the 
war. 

The disillusionment with Labour 
inside and, even more, outside the 
party runs deep. 

Jonathan Neale 
Oxford 


@TONY BLAIR may think that he 
is out of the fire as far as the war in 
Iraq is concerned, but the 
experience from Croydon in south 
London is that he has plenty to 
worry about. 

Both of Croydon’s Labour MPs, 
Malcolm Wicks and Geraint 
Davies, are pro-war. 

Their Constituency Labour 
Parties have passed motions in 
opposition to the war, and members 


the MPs. 

Some of the loudest applause 
from the 200 people at last week’s 
Stop the War Coalition rally in 
Croydon was when speakers 
called for Wicks and Davies’s 
deselection. 

Wicks, a junior minister in 
Blair’s cabinet, should be 
especially worried, as even if he 
manages to get selected, his 
constituency includes a large 
Muslim population totally opposed 
to this war. 

Many Labour councillors in the 
area have come out in opposition 
to the war, and are active in the 
local Stop the War Coalition. 
Dave Franklin 
coordinator Croydon Stop the War 


@THE SUN is getting the knives 
out for left wing Labour MP George 
Galloway. 

He would certainly be 
welcomed in Newham in east 
London to be the East Ham MP 
instead of Stephen “career before 
humanity” Timms. 

War is especially unpopular ina 
mixed area like this. 

Stephen Timms doesn’t reflect 
the anti-war feeling so prevalent 
around here. 

I’msure that Stephen Timms 
doesn’t think he’s being 
hypocritical. 

There are many of us in both 
Newham and Baghdad who would 
disagree. 

Colin Yates 


Oxford City Council has passed 


Millions are still 
not convinced 


RITAIN AND the US may 
eable to militarily defeat 
raq, but that doesn’t mean 
hey will win politically. 

On the day that the news 
eported the toppling of 
addam Hussein I watched 

BC’s Question Time. 1 
ssumed the media’s 
overage of events would 
way the audience in favour 
f war. Far from it. 

The level of anger and 

istrust of Bush and Blair 
truck me. 

The Socialist Alliance 
upporter and Independent 
olumnist Mark Steel did a 
antastic job in smashing the 
ro-war arguments. 

Ttwas clear that the 

ajority of the audience were 
uestioning the real motives 
or the war and what it would 
eliver for Iraqis. 

Andrew Baisley 
East London 


@THETIMES saw fit to 
celebrate the downfall of 
Saddam Hussein’s regime by 
reprinting Shelley’s poem 
“Ozymandias”. 

Itdepicts how mighty 
tyrants can fall into the dustbin 
of history. 

The verse seems 
appropriate, but they could 
have found more troubling 
poems from Shelley. 

Shelley staunchly opposed 
the militarism of our rulers. In 
“Queen Mab” he wrote: 

“War is the statesman’s 
game, the priest’s 
delight/The lawyer’s jest, the 
hired assassin’s trade/And, to 
those royal murderers, 
whose mean thrones/Are 
bought by crimes of 
treachery and gore/The 
bread they eat, the staff on 
which they lean.” 

Mark Harvey 
South East London 


are openly talking about deselecting 


Coalition 


Take heart from 
our experience 


THE ANTI Nazi League 
(ANL) has stopped the Nazi 
BNP from standing in 
Barrow’s local elections on 
1 May. 

After much confident 
talk, BNP prospective 
candidate Charles 
Bickerstaffe backed down 
following a strong anti-Nazi 
campaign in the north west 
town. 

Our campaign sprang 
into action at the first whiff 
of local Nazi activity. We 
exposed the BNP as the 
racists they are. 

Bickerstaffe was 
photographed holding a 
picture of his mixed-race 
grandchildren. This was 
published in the Barrow 
Evening Mail where he 
claimed to be non-racist. 

This was then printed in 


the BNP's Freedom 
magazine, causing many 
BNP members to burn their 
copies and demand his 
expulsion. 

BNP member Guy 
Thomas said, “We don't 
think being mixed race is a 
good thing.” 

The ANL has stopped 
the BNP hijacking an anti- 
war protest, petitioned, 
organised a 450-strong 
ANL gig, removed their 
leaflets from phone boxes 
and much more. 

This caused their 
climbdown. Every activist 
should take confidence 
from our experience. Every 
little bit you do can make a 
difference in stopping the 
BNP. 

Anti Nazi League member 
Barrow-in-Furness 


East London 


An act of 
heroism 


TWO BRITISH servicemen 
have been sent home after 
refusing to fight in Iraq 

because of the civilian 

ies being caused. 

hey face up to two years 
imprisonment. Every anti-war 
activist should send them a 
letter of support. 

Being a poll tax prisoner, I 
can fully understand what 
they are going through. 

We managed to turn the 
imprisonment of people who 
refused to pay that tax into 
campaigns that embarrassed 
local authorities for punishing 
people in sucha way. 

Ithink we could launch a 
similar campaign for “our 
boys” in Colchester barracks. 
Andy Smalley 
Aberdeen 
Write to their solicitor: 
Gilbert Blades, Wilkin 
Chapman Epton and 
Blades, Bank Street, 
Lincoin LN2 1DR. 


Picture: Matt Saywell 


YOUR VIEW eee 


The Mirrorhas 
let us down 


AS A Daily Mirror reader | 
am angry to see that the 
paper no longer has a 
clear anti-war stance. Until 
recently the Mirror stood 
out from all the tabloids 
and many broadsheets as 
it opposed the war. 

Itcampaigned and 
mobilised people. 
Unfortunately, the editor 
Piers Morgan says he is 
worried about sales and 
the paper has switched to 
call for support for “our 
troops”. While still critical 
of Bush and Blair, the 
Mirroris not a 
campaigning anti-war 
paper. 

Now more than ever we 
need a paper to expose the 
truth about this war and 
the US occupation. 
Fortunately the anti-war 
movement has Socialist 
Worker. 

Sam Birnie 
East London 


Troops witha 
very bad record 


NEWSPAPERS LIKE the 
Daily Record have given 
uncritical support for the 
“brave lads” in the 
Scottish regiments. 

Their fine military record 
includes the massacring 
of Native Americans in the 
French and Indian wars in 
1756-63, the plundering 
and slaughter of the 
sultanate of Mysore in 
1799 and the destruction 
of old Delhi in 1856. 

All the main parties and 
papers support “our 


John Brown 
Glasgow 


Warriors march 
against war 


NEARLY 4,000 ex-British 
Gurkha families marched 


Gurkhas on war protest 


on the streets of the 
capital Katmandu in Nepal 
on 15 February saying no 
to war on Iraq. 

You can find more 
details about it from 
www.nepainews.com 
Tham Sarki 
byemail 


US didn’t bring 
freedom for all 


IN SOCIALIST Worker 
(Letters, 5 April) Jamie 
Rankin says that in the 
Second World War the 
Allies, including the US, 
invaded France, Germany 
and Japan bringing 
democracy. 

But the Alllies left a large 
amount of the Nazi 
infrastructure in place in 
West Germany and did a 
similar thing for the 
establishment in Japan. 

The US dispatched 


Lucky Luciano to organise 
social control in south Italy 
using his Mafia contacts. 
Donald Casson 

Lancashire 


We need schools 
not weapons 


1AM standing in the 
council elections as the 
Socialist AllianceWelfare 
not Warfare candidate. | 
am part of the campaign to 
save Lowfield school. 

We are determined not 
to see our brilliant multi- 
ethnic school shut down. 


La 


A real alternative 


We want to highlight its 
great anti-racist track 
record and how itis the 
heart of our community. 
The anti-war movement 
plus a socialist alternative 
of welfare not warfare is 
central to creating a world 
free of poverty, prejudice 
and intolerance. 
Angela Shann 
Sheffield 


Leaders must 
call action 


THE TUC's statement 
issued on the outbreak of 
war was gutless. Many of 
the European trade unions 
were much better, calling 
for protests and strike 
action. 

In Britain the left wing 
union leaders known as 
“The Awkward Squad” 
such as Bob Crow, Mark 
Serwotka, and Paul 
Mackney of the college 
lecturers’ union Natfhe 
have been tireless in 
promoting the anti-war 
message. 

Many lecturers walked 
out with students and 
other staff on the day war 
broke out. Management 
hasn't disciplined one 
person. 

Ifthe TUC had given the 
same support, the effect 
would have been hugely 
magnified. 

The left union leaders 
should issue a call for 
action in our workplaces 
for peace on 1 May. 
Howard Miles 
Natfhe member, Bradford 
College 


State wants to 
intimidate us 


SATURDAY 29 March was 
a bad day for peaceful 
dissent. | was on the 
protest from the BBC to 
the US Embassy in central 
London that day. 

There were hordes of 
policevan after van, 
groups of motorcyclists 
and a helicopter. 

The aim was to 
intimidate. | felt trapped. It 
is freedom of speech that 
is being shot dead by this 
war. 

Zekria Ibrahimi 
West London 


14 SOCIALIST WORKER 19 April 2003 


news &reports | tel: O20 7538 0828 | fax: 020 7538 0140 | e-mail: reports@socialistworker.co.uk 


ALL REPORTS MUST BE IN BY 12 NOON MONDAY 


Stop the war 


‘Biggest meeting | ¢ 


for a decade’ 


HOSE commentators who 
ike to claim the anti-war 
ovement is dead, or only in- 
olves the “Hampstead middle 
lasses’, should have been in 
iverpool on Tuesday last 
eek. 

Some 900 people from all 
alks of life heard George 
alloway MP and John Rees 

peak at a rally organised by 
he Merseyside Stop the War 
oalition. 

It was easily the biggest po- 
itical meeting in Liverpool for 

decade and nearly filled the 
assive St George’s Hall. 

Among those present were a 
6-strong contingent from Be- 
ington ward Labour Party and 
4 from Birkenhead Labour 
arty, who are all considering 

heir party allegiances. 

Some are thinking about 
ampaigning for Socialist Al- 
iance candidates in the local 
lections. 

Trade union delegations in- 
luded eight CWU members 
rom the city’s sorting office, 

nison union members from 
ocial services departments 
nd workers from the Vauxhall 
lant in Ellesmere Port. 

Banners from the PCS, 
WU, NUT and Unison unions 

Il stood behind the stage. 

Ian Foulkes, a local Fire 
rigades Union activist and 
ocialist Alliance candidate, 

efuted press accusations of 
owardice and greed. 

His speech was met with 
reat applause from the crowd, 
specially when he asked why 

oney was available for war 
ut not for firefighters. 

DANIEL SWAIN 


Magicians 
and mayors 


VER 150 crowded into the 
all of the Pakistani Commu- 
ity Association in Willesden 
reen, Brent, for a rally called 
y Brent Stop the War last 
eek. 

Speakers from the floor in- 
luded the Mayor of Brent, 
ouncillor Abdul Sattar-Butt. 

Brent’s eight Asian Labour 
ouncillors have defied their 
arty’s leadership to sign a de- 
laration against the war. 

Socialist magician Ian Sav- 

lle, one of the many Jewish 
ctivists in the Brent group, 
as able to magic more than 
700 out of the pockets of the 
udience into the group’s 
unds. 

SARAH COX 


We’ Il continue 
to fight war 


VER 150 people attended a 
ublic meeting organised by 
he Kettering Stop the War 
oalition last week. 

This is the biggest meeting 
ettering has seen for many 
ears. 

George Galloway summed 
p the feelings of many when 
e said the meeting was not just 
art of the campaign against 

he war in Iraq, but was also the 
tart of the campaign against 
he next war. 

KETTERING STOP THE 
WAR COALITION 


Young and old, 
black and white 


HE South Wales Coalition to 
top the War held a rally of 
ver 300 people in a packed 
ecture theatre in Cardiff on 
ednesday of last week. 
The audience was young 
nd old, black and white. 
Speakers included Tony 
oodley, deputy general sec- 
etary of the TGWU and 
eanne Wood from Plaid 
ymru. 


TERESA GOSS 


Rail workers 


We've got to hit 


companies hard’ 


GUARDS ON three more 
train operating companies 
have voted to join the cam- 
paign of strike action by 
the RMT union to defend 
safety. 

That brought the total 
number of companies involved 
in a strike called for Thursday 
of this week to 12. 

Delegates to the RMT’s 
train grades conference in 
Manchester last week ap- 
plauded news of the three 
latest ballot results and dis- 
cussed the importance of the 
whole dispute. 

Two very successful one- 
day strikes took place before 


Fringe meeting 


TWENTY EIGHT people, 
about a third of the RMT 
grades conference, at- 
tended a Stop the War 
Coalition fringe meeting. 

Bitterness spilled out 
not just over the war, but 
over the utter failure of 
New Labour to represent 
the interests of trade 
unionists and working 
people. 

It gave a taste of the 
debate expected at the 
RMT’s main conference 
in June, where delegates 
will discuss steps to 
build an alternative to 
the Labour Party. 

“We urgently need to 
see an alternative to 
mainstream politics come 
out of the unprecedented 
anti-war movement,” said 
Pat Sikorski. 

“The RMT has already 
taken the step of backing 
candidates of the Scot- 
tish Socialist Party and 
Plaid Cymru in the elec- 
tions on 1 May. 

“And we are involved 
in a serious discussion 
about how to get real so- 
cialist representation in 
Britain.” 

A delegate from Old- 
ham said, “We face a war 
at home too. There are 10 
BNP candidates standing 
in the council elections. 

“Why aren’t the TUC 
calling for big demon- 
strations in places like 
Oldham? We’ve got to 
do something to stop 
these Nazis and bigots 
growing.” 


this Thursday’s action. Con- 
ference delegates got behind 
calls to escalate the dispute. 

RMT national executive 
member Alex Gordon told del- 
egates, “The strike action has 
surprised the train operating 
companies. 

“Virgin Cross Country, for 
example, was almost totally 
shut down. 

“This is effectively a na- 
tional dispute and is the first 
national strike we have under- 
taken since the 1994 signals 
dispute.” 

At the heart of the dispute 
is the refusal of over half the 
train operating companies to 
reinstate the safety role of 
guards. 

The rules outlining that role 
were deleted from national 
regulations just days before the 
Ladbroke Grove crash in 1999. 

The man responsible for 
deleting them was Roderick 
Muttram, head of Railtrack’s 
safety arm. 

The strike action has al- 
ready forced Muttram out of 
his job. 

But the three big transport 
conglomerates that run the 12 
companies at the centre of the 
dispute are desperate not to 
concede over safety. 

“Behind all this lies the 
drive to introduce more driver- 
only operation and get rid of 
the guard totally,” a delegate 
from Connex South East told 
last week’s RMT conference. 


Shock 


“Already 55 percent of trains 
on Connex are driver-only. The 
company has now extended the 
driver-only areas and changed 
the rosters in a way that threat- 
ens 90 guards’ jobs. 

“This is a dispute we have to 
win.” 

RMT assistant general sec- 
retary Pat Sikorski said, “The 
companies that have refused to 
settle are clearly refusing to 
put safety first. 

“Management at South 
West Trains circulated a letter 
from Rail Safety (the body re- 
sponsible for safety) saying 
safety measures will only be 
introduced ‘without imposing 
disproportionate costs’. 

“The government’s Strate- 
gic Rail Authority is backing 
the companies by indemnify- 
ing them during strike action. 

“The rail companies are 
privatised when they want to 


A STRIKE planned by thou- 
sands of BT engineers was 
called off last week after the 
employers won a high court 
injunction. 

Bosses claimed that the 
workers’ CWU union had 
failed to give the necessary 
notice required under the 
anti-union laws. 

The engineers, who were 
ready to take action against 
an imposed pay and bonus 
scheme, are angry that the 
courts have put off the 
strike. 

But they are also asking 
why the union leaders did 
not immediately resubmit 
the notice to strike. 

One BT engineer told So- 
cialist Worker, “It seems 
strange that if the union 
had to pull the action that it 
did not say straight away 


when new strikes would be 
called. 

“I hope that there is not 
now a plan to put together a 
grubby deal which concedes 
what BT wants.” 

The new pay and bonus 
scheme is called Self Moti- 
vated Teams. 

Its central idea is to force 
workers to work harder and 
to compete against each 
other with pay linked to 
“performance”. 

If it succeeds this divisive 
scheme will not just weaken 
the engineers’ organisation 
and ability to resist future 
company attacks on every 
front. 

It will also make it easier 
for BT to push through more 
attacks on all of its work- 
force such as shifting call 
centre jobs to India. 


privatise the profits, but they 
get government backing when 
they want to take on the 
unions.” 

A delegate from Central 
Trains, where the union has 
built up its presence, described 
the atmosphere on the picket 
lines: 

“The solidarity has been 
marvellous. It took three man- 
agers to try to get one train out. 

“That’s an indication of the 
effect we have had. 

“Now they are training up 
more managers. We have to 
look at ways of stepping up the 
dispute.” 

A delegate from Hull Trains 
said, “Why are we just having 
one or two days strike action? 

“The managers will get 
trained up. We need the short, 
sharp shock tactic. 

“The longer it goes on the 
harder it will be.” 


Brave 


A delegate from Virgin Cross 
Country added, ““We have gone 
from 200 to 400 guard mem- 
bers. We had 10 non-members 
going in during the strike. 

“We don’t believe one-day 
strikes will work. But more 
days off and we will win this 
battle.” 

Steve West from the RMT 
on First North Western said, 
“We have to address how we 
can spread the dispute. 

“We have got to hit these 
companies hard and look at 
ways of involving the other 
companies.” 

A number of delegates said 
one lesson from the brave 14 
month long struggle on Arriva 
Trains Northern was that man- 
agement could ride out one- 
day strikes. 

And Pat Sikorski told the 
conference, ‘The balance of 
the debate shows we do have 
to escalate the dispute. 

“There are already a couple 
of dates in mind. There is 1 
May, the traditional day of 
workers’ protest and 10 May, 
the anniversary of the Potters 
Bar crash. 

“We also want to up the po- 
litical side of the dispute by 
taking our case over safety out 
to the public and wider trade 
union movement.” 

RMT executive members 
were to meet on Wednesday of 
this week to discuss how to 
step up the dispute. 

KEVIN OVENDEN 


ACTIVISTS IN the PCS civil 
servants’ union are gearing 
up for elections to its national 
executive. 

The Left Unity group is 
standing on a united slate with 
other groups against the mis- 
named “‘Moderate” group who 
have dominated the union for 
years. 

Every PCS branch will be 
organising meetings to nomi- 
nate candidates for the elec- 
tions. Activists should ensure 
that their branch nominates 
Left Unity candidates by 12 
May. 

The elections for the group 
executive committees, which 
run the different areas of the 
union, begin on 21 April. 

Mi The full list of Left Unity 
backed candidates is 
available from 
www.voteleftunity.org.uk 


Corus steel workers 


across Britain on Monday demanding the resignation of their Corus boss Brian Moffat 


SOME 91.5 percent of NUJ 
members at Newsquest Brad- 
ford voted last week for more 
strikes. 

That is an even bigger ma- 
jority than when they first 
balloted. 

Strikes are now planned 
between Wednesday of next 
week and Sunday 27 April. 

Twenty seven MPs have 
signed an Early Day Motion, 
a parliamentary petition, 
calling on the US-owned 
newspaper publisher Gan- 
nett, which owns Newsquest, 
to make a realistic pay offer 
to journalists. 

Gannett has not improved 
its below inflation 2 percent 
pay offer. 

Graduate trainees are on 
as little as £12,000 and qual- 
ified senior journalists on 
just £15,000. 

Last week NUJ members 
on Newsquest’s Bolton and 


BBC 


A NATIONAL strike ballot of 
BBC journalists began last 
week as activists leafleted sites 
across the country. 

Journalists are fighting to 
reinstate Abdul-Hadi Jiad and 
Adli Hawwari, an Iraqi and a 
Palestinian journalist who 
were sacked without warning 
from the BBC Arabic Service 
in February. 

Both sacked journalists 
have a proud record of ac- 
tivism in the National Union of 
Journalists (NUJ). 

Activists believe their sack- 
ing is an attempt to instil fear 


Diary . 
ming 
Mlevents 


al 


Saturday 19 April 

@ Protest outside the 
Zimbabwe High 
Commission against the 
government's crackdown 
on opposition, 12 noon- 
6pm, 429 Strand, London. 
Called by Movement for 
Democratic Change 
London group. 


Tuesday 22 April 

@The Really Big Blockade, 
Faslane nuclear base, on 
the Clyde, 7am. Phone 
Scottish CND on 0141 423 
1222 for details. 


Wednesday 23-Thursday 
24 April 

@ Jeremy Hardy versus the 
Israeli Army. Film showing 
with Jeremy Hardy and film- 
maker Leila Sansour, 8pm, 
Bloomsbury Theatre, UCL, 


Bury titles staged their first 
two-day strike. 

In 2001 Newsquest Lan- 
cashire made pre-tax profits 
of £5.3  million—that’s 
£14,695 profit a day. 

Trainee journalists at 
Bury start on £10,800. In 
Bolton, evening paper jour- 
nalists with all their profes- 
sional qualifications start on 
£15,390. 

Gannet has announced 
worldwide profits for 2002 of 
$1.1 billion. 

NUJ national executive 
member for the north west 
Dave Toomer told Socialist 
Worker: 

“This is a strike against 
low pay and the miserable 
conditions at Newsquest and 
other local papers. 

“The strike is solid. Morale 
on the picket line is fantastic 
and we have management on 
the run. 


into remaining journalists and 
muzzle critical reporting of the 
war on Iraq. 

At a meeting at NUJ head 
office last week, the union’s 
general secretary, Jeremy Dear, 
spelt out the links between the 
government’s war propaganda 
and the intimidation of journal- 
ists at the BBC. 

The sackings are the latest 
in a long history of mistreat- 
ment of journalists by the BBC 
World Service, based at the 
aptly named Bush House in 
central London. 

The World Service is not 


15 Gordon Street, London. 
Phone 020 7388 8822. 


Saturday 26 April 

@ Manchester anti-racist 
dayrrarch against the Nazi 
BNP, 10.30am, Castlefield 
Basin, Liverpool Road. 
Called by Unison. Rally and 
music 12 noon onwards, 
Albert Square. Concert in 
Apollo, 7pm onwards, with 
Chumbawamba, Alabama 3 
and others. For details go to 
www.anl.org.uk and 
www.nothemandus.org 


Sunday 27 April 

@ Mass anti-Nazi leafleting in 
Burnley, 12 noon, Burnley 
Mechanics. Love Music Hate 
Racism gig, Burnley 
Mechanics, 3pm-11pm, with 
Basement Jaxx, Time 
Westwood, Heartless Crew 
and others. 


Saturday 10 May 
@Socialist Alliance annual 
conference, 10am to 5pm, 
Islington Green School, 
London. For details phone 
020 7791 3138 or go to 
www.socialistalliance.net 
@Globalise Resistance 
conference, London. For 


“Newsquest needs to learn 
the lessons. 

“They sacked me when I 
was father of the chapel 
(workplace union secre- 
tary) at the Bolton Evening 
News to stop precisely this 
happening. 

“But the only thing that 
will end the run of strikes in 
local newspapers across the 
country is if the poverty pay 
and low morale in the indus- 
try is tackled.” 

PHIL TURNER and NEIL 
McALISTER 

Strikers urgently need 
cash to sustain the dispute. 
Send money to NUJ 
Manchester at NUJ, Fifth 
Floor, Arthur House, 
Chorlton Street, Manchester 
M1 3FH. E-mail messages of 
support to bradfordnuj@ 
yahoo.co.uk and for Bolton 
and Bury thomsonfamily 

20 @cwetv.net 


funded by the licence fee, but 
is paid for by the Foreign 
Office, where it is seen as “an 
important instrument of British 
foreign policy”. 

Incredibly, the BBC has ad- 
mitted that it informed the For- 
eign Office about the sackings. 
DAVE CROUCH 
@ Abdul-Hadi and Adli are 
touring the country. To invite 
them to your union meeting 
e-mail johnfr@nuj.org.uk or 
phone 020 7843 3726. Rush 
your e-mails of support to 
NUJ head office: adlih@nuj. 
org.uk 


details phone 020 7053 
2071 or go to 
www.resist.org.uk 


Saturday 17 May 

@Free Palestine national 
rally, 1.30pm, Trafalgar 
Square, London. Called by 
Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign. 


Saturday 31 May 

@Stop privatisationthe 
case for council housing. 
Defend Council Housing 
national conference, 11am- 
4.30pm, Friends Meeting 
House, Liverpool. Phone 
07951 156 881. 


Sunday 1 June 

@Mass demo at G8 
summit in Evian, France, 
as part of week of protests 
and counter-conferences 
from Wednesday 27 May 
to Wednesday 3 June. 


Friday 4-Friday 11 July 
@Marxism 2003, central 
London. A week of 
debates, forums and 
meetings organised by the 
Socialist Workers Party, 
with speakers from around 
the world. 
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North Lincolnshire Hospitals 


A pay rebellion 
at ‘Crapilll 


“THIS IS a historic day for us,” 
said Unison union steward 
Joe Kaperas he stood ona 
picket line outside Scunthorpe 
General Hospital on Friday of 
last week. 

Around 400 porters, domestics 
and caterers at Scunthorpe, Goole 
and Grimsby hospitals were on the 
first of a series of one-day strikes. 
They are also refusing to work 
overtime. 

They are fighting for £: 
and for bas S 
pensions. 

Those facts tell you these are grossly 
exploited workers, but they don’t begii 
to tell you the spirit of those who have 
put up with abuse for years and are now 
fighting back. 

‘They have become part of the grow- 
ing revolt against private contract 
. That has already see 
in Sunderland, Glasgow and Swansea. 

“This is the first time in all the years of 
being contracted out to private firms that 
we have gone on strike,” Joe explained. 

“There are nine different contracts 
for pay and terms and conditions in t! 
hospital. Some don’t even get sick pay. 
Others get it after six months. Some 
don’t get pensions, others do. 

‘People talk about a two-tier work- 
force—this is more like a nine-tier 
workforce. 

“The Sodexho company lost the con- 
tract with the hospital last August and 
this shower took over. The firm is called 
Carillion—Crapillion we call it. 

“Today, no porters are working and 
just nine domestics out of 70 are in, and 
they are supervisors. 

“It’s the same with the caterers, al- 
though we gave some dispensation so 
the patients weren’t left hungry 

“The last major strike in this town 


by JUDY COX 


was the steel strike back in 1982. I was 
out for 13 weeks then. 

“We are not going to bottle this fight. 
The turnout today is just fantastic. 
, another picket, told Socialist 
have been here for I years. 
It’s my first ever time on strike, but 
enough is enough. 

“They are constantly on at you to do 
more and more, but you can’t live on the 
money we get paid. We will carry on 
until things change round here.” 

Martin is a health and safety rep for 
Unison. He said, “Lots of people here 
are on low contracted hours. 

‘Some are even on zero hours con- 
‘act so they just call you when they 
want you. 


Worse 


“The ‘training rate’ is just £4.25 an 
hour and gu s what, you don’t get any 


“This lot are like Sodexho, but even 
worse. They don’t want to listen to us. 
the door is always open’, but 
*t anyone on the other side.” 

A group of women on the picket line 
symbolised the strikers’ militant mood. 

“We are being rebels today,” said 
“T came off the night shift at Sam 
t to the picket line for 8am. It’s no 
‘umbling afterward: ou have to 
when you 
‘Fourteen years is too long to be shat 
on,” said another striker. “Carillion 
have the contract for another seven 
years, so it’s now or never,” 
The supervisors are doing work 
today,” said another, “Instead of being 
sat on their bums in the office they will 
get a taste of what its really like and 
they won’t like it, I can guarantee that.” 


on’ 


The pickets marched into Scun- 
thorpe accompanied by cars tooting 
support. Some car drivers wound 
down their windows and turned their 
stereos up so the strikers could sing 
and dance along 

On the way a casualty porter told 

Socialist Worker, “It has taken me 13 
years to move from £2.75 an hour to 
£4.25 an hour. 
“Every company that takes over 
seems to be worse than the last. I have 
to buy my own uniform. It cost one of 
our blokes £80 to get kitted out. 

“We thought it would get better under 
Labour but our local MP, Iiot Morley, 
given us no support whatsoever. 
hris O'Sullivan, the Unison branch 
secretary at Scunthorpe hospital, told 
Socialist Worker, “There's people here 
with 20 years service and they are fight- 
ing for £5.02 an hour! 

‘We tried the partnership approach 
but it just doesn’t work. We wanted to 
discuss getting sick pay for everyone, 
but Carillion wouldn’t even talk about 
it. 

“They want ‘generic’ working. It 
means you never know what you 
doing. You could be feeding patients 
one moment and chucking out vaste the 
next without shower facilities or proper 
uniforms. 

They told people to carry waste 
buckets with both hand and open doors 
with their bums. They said that’s what 
bums are made for. 

At the end of the march there were 
huge cheers and chanting as the 150 or 
so pickets were joined by two coaches 
of strikers from Goole and Grimsby 
spitals for a rally in the Peacock 
Theatre. 
™ Send messages of support and 
donations c/o J Koper, 44 Cliff 
Garden, Scunthorpe DN15. Make 
cheques payable to Scunthorpe 
Unison. 


Strikers resolved to win 


SOME 140 nursery nurses in 
the Unison union in Kirklees, 
West Yorkshire, struck on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 


The actio 
a regrading claim. The strik- 
ers got support from parents, 
colleagues and members of 
the public. 

The nursery nurses organ- 
ised pickets at the small 
number of schools where 
scabs were working. 

The strikers also held a 
jobby of the council on 
. They occupied 
the council chamber to hear 


The deputy leader refused 
to make a statement and 
threw the microphone down 
in anger as the nursery 
nurses jeered him for his 
contempt. 


The regional secretary of 
Unison has pledged the full 
support of the union. Its 
Yorkshire and Humberside 
regional council has do- 
nated £500 to the hardship 
fund. 

The resolve of the strikers 
has increased after the coun- 
cil refused to enter meaning- 
ful talks. It has also spread 
lies about the pay offer. 

The strikers are meeting 
on the first day after the 
Easter holidays to discuss es- 
calating the action. 

This dispute can be won 
and the way to achieve this 
quickly is to organise all-out 
action. 

ROGER GRIGG 

Send messages of 
support to Kirklees Unison, 
20 Queen St, Huddersfield 
HD1 2SP, or fax 01484 450 
174, 


CHANCELLOR — Gordon 
Brown announced in his 
budget that he wants to move 
towards regional pay deals for 
public sector workers—a 
move which could smash up 
national pay agreements. 

He said, “In future, remits 
for pay review bodies and for 
public sector workers will in- 
clude a stronger local and re- 
gional dimension.” 

A paper from the Treasury 
on public service flexibility 
said pay “should be delegated 
as close as possible to the point 
of delivery, to ensure it is re- 
sponsive to prevailing market 
conditions”. 

The drive to local pay is 
part of the government’s 
agenda of bringing the market 
into the heart of our public 
services. 

The government wants to 
ram through what it calls “mod 
emisation” and “flexibility”. 

These are code words for in- 
creasing the pressures on hard- 


THOUSANDS OF workers at 
the Longbridge MG Rover car 
plant in Birmingham rejected a 
measly 2.2 percent pay offer 
and voted overwhelmingly for 
industrial action this week. 

TGWU union members 
voted three to one for industrial 
action and three to two for 
strike action. 


Amicus members voted 
three to two for industrial action 
excluding strike action. 

The anger was fuelled by 
the recent announcement of 
the chief executive's salary 
package of £500,000 plus 
bonuses and the fact that the 
company is making huge 
profits: 


One worker summed up the 
mood at the plant: “We've had 
enough. There has been 
attack after attack for ten 
years. 

“We're sick of being treated 
like cattle. We know they've 
got the money and we're pre- 
pared to fight for it.” 
CHRISTINE LEWIS 


pressed staff by making them 
do longer, more unsociable 
shifts for less pay. 

Regional pay would pit low 
paid workers in competition 
with each other for better 
deals, while the government 
uses such divisions to drive 
down pay across the board. 

Trade union leaders rightly 
rejected the call for regional 
pay 

Many of them are angry be- 
cause they have been negotiat- 
ing three-year national pay 
deals with the government. 

Any attempt to smash na- 
tional pay and introduce divi- 
sive local pay bargaining 
should be opposed vigorously 

But attempts by the gov- 
ernment to bring in local pay 
should not be the excuse for 
union leaders to rush to 
accept shoddy three-year 
deals. 

Nor should union leaders 
use the threat of local pay to try 
to scale down the fight over 
London weighting. 

Many public sector workers, 
such as postal workers, teach- 
ers and others, living in high 
cost areas like London have 
been struggling for decent 
“weighting allowances”. 

There's all the difference in 
the world between pushing up 
existing allowances, as part of 
improving national pay, and 
accepting divisive regional 
pay rates. 

HAZEL CROFT 


New leaders emerge 
from ‘sleepy hollow’ 


THE STRIKERS marched 
into the theatre still chant- 
ing, “More lolly for pushing 
the trolley,” and “More 
cash for throwing the 
trash.” 

Every speaker’s name 
was chanted and was 
greeted with cheers and 
stamping feet. 

Union officials reported 
donations already mad 
to the strike hards| 
fund and messages of sup- 
port from other hospitals 
battling against private 
contractors. 

Alan Hulmes, a Unison 
negotiator, read a message 
of support from Unison 
general secretary Dave 
Prentis pledging support 
for the strikes. 

Hulmes got huge cheers 
when he announced that 
Carillion had that morning 
asked the union for talks. 

Sue Atkinson, a catering 
steward from Grimsby 


hospital, told the rally, “I 
was so proud when I 
turned the corner this 
morning and saw so many 
on the picket line. 

“Do we want our pay 
claim or are we after NHS 
terms and conditions too?” 
she asked. “Terms and con- 
ns, terms and condi- 


tions,” the crowd chanted 
back. 
Glenda Smith from 


Goole hospital was cheered 
to the rafters when she said. 
“They used to call us sleepy 
hollow, now we lead and 
others follow.” 

Chris O'Sullivan told the 
rally, “This morning man- 
agement phoned union 
members at their homes to 
intimidate us. 

“We will not b 
dated. If the hospital trus 
and New Labour won’t 
stand up for us, we will hi 
to stand up for ourselv 

Darryl Cumming, who is 


£50 million in profits 


CARILLION IS raking in 
profits while paying its work- 
ers a pittance. 

Pat Wood, the Unison 
branch secretary at Goole 
hospital explains, “Carillion 
sent out this glossy letter to 


everyone telling us what their 
profits are. 

“It’s the first time they 
ever wrote to us. It was like 
kicking us in the teeth. 


“It said Carillion made 
£50,000,000 in pre-tax prof- 
its last year. 

“How many people in the 
company would work for 
what we work for? 

“T have been around the 
health service for 30 years. I 
never believed in private 
companies making profits 
from health. It should stop, 
full stop.” 


a catering worker from 
Scunthorpe hospital, drew 
cheers and laughter when he 
id, “They their of- 
fices with their state of the 
art laptops while our do- 
mestics get scalded on old 
fashioned kettles. 

“Nine out of ten fat cats 
said their profits preferred 
Carillion. 

“We want about Ip an 
hour for every million they 
made last year. It’ 8 not too 
much to as 

They were due to st 
again on Wednesday of this 
week. 

Health Worker, the rank 
and file paper, has a 
special issue dedicated to 
the campaign against New 
Labour's Agenda for 
Change NHS 
modernisation plans. To 
order copies of Health 
Worker phone 07970 788 
873 or e-mail marknew3@ 
aol.com 
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\Y DAY 
UREETINGS 
2003 


SOCIALIST WORKER will be running May Day greetings from 
trade unions and other bodies this year. 

For details on how to place an advert phone 020 7987 1919. 
The deadline for all copy is 21 April. 
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ANTI-NAZI campaigners in Britain have issued 
an urgent calltake to the streets against the 


Nazi B 


ish National Party (BNP). 


The BNP is standing a record number of candidates 
cross 219 wards in the 1 May elections. 


They hope to feed off 
eople’s bitterness with the 
ainstream partie: 

The BNP’s politics of 
acism and scapegoating 
ave been fuelled by press 
nd politicians’ hysteria 
gainst asylum seekers. 

The BNP’s “respectable” 
mage hides a Nazi organisa- 
ion whose leaders include 
eople who have denied the 
olocaust ever happened and 
ave been convicted for race 
atred and violenc 

Anti-Nazi campaigners 
re distributing Don’t Vote 

azi leaflets in the wards 
here the BNP is standing 
nd mobilising every time its 
andidates appear. 

A visible anti-Nazi pres- 
nee in workplaces and com- 

unities is a blow to the BNP. 

Next Saturday, 26 April, is 
key date. 

The TUC and Unison have 
alled a Unite Aga 

arch, rally and 
hester that day. 

This day of action is an 
mportant declaration by the 
nions that the north west of 
ngland should be a Nazi- 
ree zone. 

This is an area where the 
azis have conned voters into 
lecting five BNP councillors. 

Richard Searle is a 
nison member in Man- 
hester council and a leading 
ember of the local Stop the 
ar Coalition. He described 
ow Unison has been build- 
ng for the demonstration: 

“Already stewards have 
ad leaflets and are getting 
hem out to their members. 
here is real potential for wide 
upport for the march,” he 
aid. 

“The Unison region has 
Iso contacted the Greater 
anchester Stop the War 


g in Man. 


by HELEN SHOOTER 


Coalition and asked it to pub- 
licise the march round its 
supporters 
fat spirit of unity on the 
anti- eae protests can be car- 
ried over in a powerful move- 
ment to stop the Nazi 
Unison is also running 
coaches from regions across 
Britain to get delegations of 
its members to Manchester. 
Anti-Nazi activists will be 
encouraging the marchers to 
help leaflet houses the day 
after the Manchester demon- 
stration in wards with BNP. 
candidates in Oldham and 
Burnley. 


Leaflet 


hese activities in the north 
tare part of a mobilisation 
against the Nazis across the 
whole of Britain in the final 
weekend before the elections. 

Wherever anti-Nazis have 
been active, they report a pos- 
itive response from local 
people. 

In Burnley 30 people, in- 
cluding Labour Party mem- 
bers, Anti zi League 
supporters and members of 
the trades council, targeted 
four wards in Burnley, leaflet 
ing people’s homes against 
the Nazis. 

Campaigners are also mo- 
bilising i in the north east of 


standing candidates a 
Sunderland and in G: 

In the south of Englat 
campaigners went round the 
ward of Rottingdean Coastal 
in Brighton and Hove last 
Sunday. 

They used a leaflet against 


FBU leaders’ 


retreat risks 
total defeat 


Act now against 
Nazi election bid 


STRIKERS IN Scunthorpe—see page 15 for report 


the BNP candidate published 
by the TGWU union branch 
in the area, and another pro- 
duced by a local group in sup- 
port of refugees. 

In Devon campaigners 
have had an open letter pub- 
lished in the local press 
against BNP candidates as 
part of their activities. 

The open letter was 
signed by the south west 
branches of the TUC, GMB 
and PCS unions, and various 
local organisations. 

Anti-Nazis in Bedford are 
letting local voters know that 
the BNP candidate for Putnoe 
ward is a former Group 4 
guard at the local Yarl’s Wood 
refugee detention centre. 

The centre burnt down 
last year after what Group 4 


calls a “riot” by inmates. Eye- 
witnesses report refugees re- 
acted after a woman refugee 
was restrained. 

The BNP has not been 
boasting about its result in last 
week's by-election in Bark- 
ingside in south east London. 
It came fourth with just 116 
votes, 3.8 percent of the vote. 

However, the Nazis are 
putting every effort into the 
elections on 1 May. 

All those who hate what 
the Nazis stand for should 
join the Don’t Vote Nazi cam- 
paign and not let the BNP 
pretend it is a “respectable” 
party. 
lFor details of the events 
planned phone the ANL on 
020 7924 0333 or go to 
wwwaanl.org.uk 


The “new 
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UNITE 
AGAINST 
RACISM 


@Assemble at 10.30am at Castlefield 
Basin, Liverpool Road 

@Rally at 12 noon in Albert Square 

@Concert at 7pm at the Apollo 

Called by Unison and the TUC 


THE NEW Labour government hopes to stick 
the boot into firefighters and control room staff 
following the Fire Brigades Union (FBU) con- 
ference on Tuesday of this week. 

Union leaders drove a terrible, demoralising 
retreat through the conference. 

The offensive and vibrant pay campaign of 
last year has become a scramble to stave off ca- 
pituiation to the employers and the government. 

FBU general secretary Andy Gilchrist and the 
majority of the executive got delegates to vote to 
recommend that FBU members accept a rehashed 
version of the employers’ derisory pay offer. 

That offer only gives 4 percent this year, and 
links future rises to cuts and attacks on conditions. 
tweaked version, drawn up by 


Professor Frank Burchill, 
concedes almost everything 
the employers and the gov- 
ernment want. 

But, Steve Ainley from 
Nottinghamshire FBU told 
Socialist Worker, “the em- 
ployers have rejected i 
Their offer is crap. Burchill 
is crap. Even if we end up 
with something in the middle 
it is still crap.” 

The executive's confer- 
ence resolution was passed 
with one third voting again 

It does not technically 
rule out strikes if the em- 
ployers insist on their word- 
ing for what many activists 
see asa surrender document. 

But in reality Andy 
Gilchrist and those’ support- 
ing the executive's position 
also spoke against the very 
idea that it is possible to 
restart strikes to force more 
from the government. 

“The only reason they 
could get this through is 
that repeatedly cancelling 
strikes and entering point- 
less negotiations has mas- 
sively demoralised union 
members and act 
says Neale Williams from 
the FBU in north London. 

“The union’s leadership 
has taken us to where we are 
now. They have to accept re- 
sponsibility. The rank and 
file have been 100 percent 
solid whenever they have 
been called out. 

“There is only one chance 
for a rearguard action. 
That's to argue in every sta- 
tion against this sell out. But 
the rot has gone deep. People 
are bitter at the leadership 
but also ground down. 

“The real question now 
is stopping the rot so we are 
in the best position to resist 
the employers. They will feel 
emboldened to launch an of- 
fensive brigade by brigade. 

The last recalled confer- 
ence four weeks ago showed 
a flash of the approach FBU 
activists need to look to. 

It overturned the exee- 
utive, which wanted to 
accept the employers’ offer 
wholesale. 

But, knowing their lead- 
ers had no intention of 
restarting the fight, most ac- 
tivists this time saw no way 
to provide any alternative 
leadership. 

“There are vital lessons 
to learn from this,” says 
Neale Williams. 

“The most important is 
the need for rank and file or- 
ganisation independent from 
union leaders who buckle 
under pressure. 

“That also means taking 
on the pessimism that 
we could never have won. 


failed, but a policy of not 
striking and instead trusting 
talks with Labour ministers.” 
Full report next week. 
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